
MINISTRY FOUNDATIONS 
by Corey Sawyers 

Mike Vestal, a preacher friend of mine, recently spoke about preachers having their 

foundations of ministry in order. He mentioned seven truths that are the foundation of the 

preacher’s service. As I contemplated the list, it occurred to me that the list applies to all the works 

of the church. In fact, the purpose of church leadership - shepherds, deacons, ministers, and teachers 

- is “… for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry…” (Ephesians 4:12). So, how can 

you make sure your ministry in the Lord’s Kingdom is built on a solid foundation? It must be… 

 

I. GOD-CENTERED. It is incredible but true that the Creator wants a relationship with 

you! So, all we do is for God, because of God, and about God (Ps. 127:1; Rom. 11:36; Acts 17:24-

25). 

 

II. PHILOSOPHICALLY DELIBERATE. We must not be “haphazard” in what we do. 

Paul told Timothy to “do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry” (2 Tim. 4:5). That means 

being deliberate: setting goals, making plans, and getting busy. 

 

III. BIBLICALLY INFORMED/BASED. The more we know about God and his work, the 

more the first two truths will be accomplished. So, we must be students of His word. It is 

“profitable” so that “the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 

work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

 

IV. DOCTRINALLY SOUND/HEALTHY. Ask, “Is my ministry healthy?” We must “Hold 

fast the pattern of sound words” (2 Tim. 1:13). That includes matters like baptism, music in 

worship, and other teachings. Remember, how we relate to others is also a matter of doctrine! We 

ought to pray that our attitude is right as we teach. 

 

V. HISTORICALLY INFORMED. We stand as part of a great tradition. The idea of being 

a “servant of God” goes back all the way to the Old Testament. When we think of the 2 Timothy 2:2 

directive to teach others, we become a part of a lineage that includes Jesus, Peter, Paul, James, and 

John! 

 

VI. MISSIONALLY ENGAGED. “Missional” is a buzz word these days. However, God 

has been on a mission from the beginning. The mission is to get people Home! It involves not just 

good deeds, but the words of the Gospel. That is what will accomplish the mission of getting people 

Home! 

 

VII. CULTURALLY RELEVANT. Ronnie Milsap once sang about being “Lost In The 

Fifties Tonight.” Only if the 1950’s came back would some be culturally relevant. Understand, 

some things are cross-cultured. However, we must give the Gospel in a way people can grasp it and 

engage it. We are not to rethink truth, but we can rethink things and modes. We are no longer in a 

place or time when the majority knows John 3:16 (when was the last time you saw it on an end zone 

sign?). So, we must reach the world with “all long-suffering and doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:2). 
 

Elders 
Steve Delaney 

Bill DeWees 

Charlie Neal 
Michael Williams 

 
 

 
David Belisle 

Steve Blount 

Craig Brown 

Phillip Brown 

Troy Buttrey 
Bob Comer 

Adam Currence 

Lavelle Davidson 
Philip Davidson 

Levi Dodd 

  Evangelists 
Corey Sawyers 

Ethan Schulte 

 

Prison Minister 
Ricky Lomax 
 
 

Jeff Figurelli 
Brian Foster 

Aaron Hutson 

Adam Killion 
Mike McDaniel 

John McDavid 

Rudy Peoples 
Jason Scarbrough 

Jason Smith 

Lance Winders 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

 

Sunday AM Bible Study-9:30am  

Worship-10:30am 
Sunday PM Worship-6:00pm 

Wednesday PM Bible Study-7:00pm 

 
For Transportation Call:  

642-7751 & leave message 

 
www.ewcofc.com 

www.eastwood-coc.org 

E-mail us at:  
eastwdco@bellsouth.net 

 

Live Radio Broadcast-10:30am 
AM 1000, 97.5 FM 

 
Charter–Channel 195 

Sunday @ 9:00am 

 
Daily Mini-sermon email: 

eastwoodpreacher@icloud.com 

HEAR THE GOSPEL ON CABLE 

TV AND SATELLITE EACH 

SUNDAY 
 

Charter Cable: 
 
6:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way-

 Channel 15 
6:30am Fabric of  Family- 

 Channel 16 

7:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way- 
 Channel 13 

7:30am Preaching the Gospel- 

 Channel 13 
8:00am Good News Today- 

 Channel 13 

 

WBBJ-TV/CBS-Charter Channel 708 

7:00am  A Bible Answer 
 
Dish TV & Direct TV-Channel 30: 
 
7:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way 

7:30am Preaching the Gospel 

8:00am Good News Today 
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STATE OF THE YOUTH 

 BIRTHDAYS 
 

         Bella Millraney   Jan. 1 

         Allie Grace Veglio  Jan. 18 

The Importance of Deacons 

By Ethan Schulte 

 The importance and the value of the work that is 

done by the church could not be described as anything less 

than necessary and vital to the world. The church is to be 

known for its teaching of the truth, the love shared amongst 

its members, and its compassion for the lost and needy. 

Given that we as humans are forgetful and rebellious, the 

truth needs to be taught constantly. Given that love fades 

away if not expressed regularly, members of the church 

need to meet together consistently to continue to stir up 

love and good works in each other. Given that there will 

always be those who have not found the truth, and those 

who will have needs, they cannot meet themselves, there 

should be no end to the compassion and help the church 

strives to offer to the world around it.  

 With so much at stake, with so much responsibility 

placed upon the shoulders of the church, it is necessary that 

we ask certain people to take charge of certain tasks to 

ensure that they receive the care, attention, and fulfillment 

that they deserve. This was precisely the line of thinking 

that leads those believers in the first-century to institute the 

position of deacon as a prominent role in the church. There 

were tasks that had to be done and needs that had to be met, 

so they appointed seven men who had demonstrated their 

character, wisdom, and faithfulness to oversee the work of 

the church in that area. Even though these men were not 

specifically tasked with formally preaching the gospel, it 

cannot go unnoticed that this account of appointing 

deacons ends with the positive report that the word of God 

did spread and many people became Christians in 

Jerusalem, no doubt aided by the deacons who were 

faithfully serving in their positions.  

 Here at East Wood, we now have twenty men who 

have also demonstrated their character, wisdom, 

faithfulness, willingness, and ability to serve as deacons. 

They are humble before God, honest, temperate, selfless, 

diligent, great husbands to faithful wives, and great fathers 

to their children. These are the men who have accepted the 

responsibility of serving the needs, both physical and 

spiritual, of this congregation and this community. They 

have accepted this responsibility as an addition to the 

responsibilities and obligations they already have to their 

careers, wives, and children, and for that they deserve our 

respect, our prayers, our allegiance, our cooperation, our 

support, and our help. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Fun Trip: scheduled for February 16th for the 9th—12th 

grade. Details to come later. 
  
L2L Girls: January 22nd, 6:30 P.M.—7:30 P.M., Song 

Leading class meeting, in an upstairs classroom. See Evonne 

Williams or Molly Jackson with questions. 
 

Thursday Bible Study: 9th-12th grades at Ethan Schulte’s 

home, every other Thursday, @ 6:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. 

January 18  February 1 February 15 March 1 
 

Host Youth Devotionals: sign-up sheets are on the Youth 

Bulletin board to host devotionals for the 3rd-6th and the 7th-

12th grades.  
 

Youth Devotionals:  

3-6 grade after A.M. Service 

7-12 grade after P.M. Service 

Guys Bring Drinks, Girls Bring Desserts.  

Pick-up time for 3-6th gr. usually from 1:30—2:00 P.M. 
 

January 21: 3-6th grade, Bob and Theresa Comer’s home 

    7th-12th grade, Charlie and Jan Neal’s home. 
 

To join the Remind 101 EWYG Group for text updates: 

1. https://www.remind.com/join/ewyg --- go to this link and 

follow the instructions. 

2. text "@ewyg" to the number 81010. You should receive a 

welcome text from remind. If not, you did something wrong. 

This is a simple and easy way to communicate with parents and 

teens.  

 

*Events will be updated in the Bulletin as needed.  

It may be difficult to predict the future growth of 

the church, whether locally or worldwide, but there can be 

little doubt that without these men, and other faithful men 

like them in all the other congregations across the globe, 

the church could not possibly grow and affect change in the 

world as it should. The deacons are comparable to the 

hands and feet of the body of Christ, the ones who do great 

works with the support of and in service of the rest of the 

body. Thank you, deacons, for your dedication, service, and 

sacrifice that continues to spread the borders of God’s 

kingdom.  

https://www.remind.com/join/ewyg
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GREETER 
 

January 14 

 David Belisle 

Hazel Blackwell 
 

January 21 

Olivia and Debra 

Bowen 

  KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 

Joe Elkins: pacemaker fine tuned, Monday. Good results with injection 

in left knee with nerve blocking compound; 506 Country Club Drive / 

Puryear 38251 

Mark Brown: home with Craig and Janis Brown; Mark Brown, 101 
Crestview Circle / Paris  

Janice Story: home with pneumonia; 308 Paris Harbor Dr. Unit B / Paris  

Ricky Mathis: (Evelyn Mathis’ son) passed the stress test, 

echocardiogram performed. ; 1490 Pleasant Hill Road / Mansfield 38237 

Jerry Fuqua: cancer treatments; 403 Royal Oak / Paris  

Lottie Smith: home; 219 Ellis Drive / Paris 

Frank and Ruth Parker: home; 1114 Chickasaw / Paris  

Sarah Foster: (Joyce Williams, granddaughter) 10 y.o., isn’t having any 

further seizures since being treated with medication. MRI showed good 

results. We rejoice with Sarah and her family with  her decision of being 

baptized into Christ; Jenny & Stephen Foster (parents) 50 Splint Bottom 

Road Spur / Totz, KY 40870 

Dwayne McClain: (Ann Patterson and Paula Odom’s brother) back 

surgery.Staying with Dan and Ann Patterson to recuperate.  

Norma Bradley: (Stephanie Winders mother) chemo; 23585 Hwy. TT / 

Versailles, MO 65084 

Garry Smith: (son of Lottie Smith) improving; Garry & Barbara Smith, 

150 Edmonds Drive / Paris 

  

THANK YOU 

To my church family, it was great to receive a beautiful fruit plate. Many 

thanks to Janice Perry for bringing it to me. Thank you to the first grade 

teachers of East Wood, who brought their Wednesday night class to see 

me. They sang for me a beautiful song and brought a great fruit basket, 

including many goodies. I thank the teachers so much. In Christian Love, 

Marjorie Blackwood 

 

East Wood church of Christ, Thank you for serving our students and their 

families at Christmas. You were a blessing to so many. Your support of 

our school is very much appreciated. You were truly the hands and feet 

of Christ within our community. Thank you, Henry Faculty and Staff 

 

Dear Friends, How often I’ve read thank you notes from others who have 

been ill or recovering from surgeries. Sometimes it becomes a formality. 

Now as a sender I don’t know the appropriate way to convey my 

appreciation to all of my brothers and sisters in Christ who have called 

me with words of encouragement and prayers they have offered on my 

behalf. I am back on my feet and just want you to know how much I truly 

appreciate your thoughts. In Christ, David Jackson 

 

Thanks for the cards, calls, thoughts and prayers. Thank you, Wednesday 

Night Ladies Class for the gift basket. It was very thoughtful and useful. 

Thanks too, to Lucille Claxton for delivering it and for the visit. In 

Christian Love, Carolyn McNutt 

 
I would like to express my appreciation of the members of East Wood for 

the out—pouring of love, prayers, food, cards, visits and notes. This 

means so much to an old man in his sunset years! Joe and Peggye Elkins 

 

Thank you for the fruit basket and the Wed. P.M. Class for the goodies. 

Thank you to Patsy Blount for all you have done for us. In Christian 

Love, Virginia and Joan Collins 

OUR ATTITUDE 
 

Sunday AM Bible Study………….241 
 

Sunday AM Worship……………..264 
 

Sunday PM Worship……………...163 
 

Wednesday PM Bible Study………194 
 

This week’s contribution………...$8356 
 

Weekly Budget…………………..$8472 

  
SUNDAY A.M. 

Announcements 

Song Leader 
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Scripture Reading 

Closing Prayer 
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SUNDAY P.M. 

Song Leader 
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WEDNESDAY 
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JANUARY            17 

Garrett Sawyers 

Gordon Sawyers 
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FUTURE WORSHIP LEADERS 

If unable to serve, please contact Lance Winders @ 336-2421.  

Participants in the A.M. service are asked to please meet 

in the library following the second bell. 

FOOD PANTRY  
 

Beef Stew, Ham, Spam, vienna sausages, tuna, and 

Pasta sauce (i.e. Spaghetti sauce / Alfredo sauce), jelly, 

Mac & Cheese, canned vegatables 

 

JANUARY             21 
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Charles Backer 

Charlie Neal 

 

 

Levi Dodd 

 

Jason Scarbrough 
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Philip Davidson 

Jason Smith 
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Brian Foster 

JANUARY            24 

Jason Smith 

Ethan Schulte 

Daniel Williams 
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Return Service Requested 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

HC Healthcare Singing: Today @ 2:00 P.M. 

  

FIA Team 2: will meet after evening services in the multipurpose room 

for finger foods. See Bob Perry for assignment if unable to attend. 

  

Education Committee: Sunday, January 21. Meeting @ 5:00 P.M. in 

small auditorium. 

  

 L2L Girls: Monday, January 22, Song Leading Meeting @ 6:30 P.M. – 7: 

30 P.M. in an upstairs classroom. 

  

Coat Closet: heavy coats are needed in the following sizes: boys size 3T, 

7/8 & 14/16; Girls size 6, 7/8, 10/12 & 14/16; woman’s size 1XL-4XL. 

Please bring new or gently used, clean coats. 

 

SYMPATHY 

We express our sympathy to the family of Ray Perry. He passed away 

Saturday January 6th. There was a graveside service Tuesday January 9th 

at the Maplewood Cemetery.  

We extend our sympathy to the family of Rachael Kennon Stigall. She 

passed away January 4th. Her memorial service was January 6th.  

We extend our sympathy to the family of E. Claude Gardner, of 

Henderson, former president of Freed-Hardeman University, passed away 

Sunday, Dec. 31, 2017. Funeral services were conducted on Saturday, Jan. 

6.  Memorials may be made to the E. Claude and Delorese Gardner 

Scholarship at FHU.  

 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Polly Arnold and family with the 

passing of Melvin Arnold. He passed away January 10, 2018. The funeral 

service was held Friday, January 12, 2018 at the Ridgeway Funeral Home. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

  

January 21:     Eiffel Gardens Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

     Education Committee Meeting @ 5:00 P.M. 

January 22:     L2L Girls Song Leading Meeting @ 6:30 

     P.M.– 7: 30 P.M. in an upstairs classroom 

January 25:     Mighty Oaks Trip to Casey Jones in Jackson 

     Lunch will cost $12.00, sign-up on board. 

     Leaving at 10:30 A.M. 

January 28:     Deacons Meeting after P.M. service 

January 29:    Dorcas Class 7:00—8:30 P.M.  MPR 

February 1:     Thursday Night 9th-12th grade  Bible Study 

GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION 
GOD’S PART 

1. The great love of God for man (John 3:16) 

2. He gave His Son, Jesus Christ, as the Saviour (Luke 19:10) 

3. Sent the Holy Spirit as a guide (John 16:13) 

4. Gave the Gospel as “the power” unto salvation (Romans 1:16) 

5. Provided atonement by the blood of Christ (Romans 5:9) 

  

MAN’S PART 

1 .Hear the Gospel. (Romans 10:17, John 8:32) 

2. Believe the Gospel (Hebrews 11:6, John 20: 31) 

3. Repent of past sins (Luke 13:3, Acts 17:30) 

4. Confess faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 10:10, Matthew 10:32) 

5. Be Baptized (Galatians 3:27, Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38) 

6. Be faithful unto death (Revelation 2:10) 

  

God has done His part; will you do yours?  

THE LADIES’ CORNER: 
 

AS LONG AS IT’S HEALTHY 
by Kim Higginbotham 

A recent news report says Down Syndrome has been virtually 

eliminated from Iceland due to abortion. Since prenatal screening tests 

were introduced in Iceland in the early 2000’s, the vast majority of 

women (nearly 100 percent) who received a positive test for Down 

Syndrome terminated their pregnancy voluntarily. The reality that 

mothers are choosing to kill their own children I find to be disturbing 

(Prov. 6:16-17.) 

When parents find out they are having a baby, the question 

often follows whether they want a boy or girl. The typical response is, 

“It doesn’t matter as long as it’s healthy.” So, what if the baby isn’t 

healthy? What if there will be ongoing medical issues? What if the child 

will never live independently? Does “quality of life” make the 

difference in a child’s value? I don’t want to minimize the 

disappointment and worries of parents, but if I find out my unborn child 

has Down Syndrome or any other disability, does that give me the right 

to choose whether that life will have purpose and meaning? 

God says in Psalm 139:13-14 that a child in the womb is 

“fearfully and wonderfully made.” God made no qualifiers to that! It 

isn’t just the beautiful, the healthy, and the strong that are wonderfully 

made. Children with disabilities are too! If we could try to see people 

through God’s eyes, we would see a different picture. We see a child 

with limitations, who struggles to do things that “typical” children do, 

who needs long term care, and who is costly to the health care system. 

God sees a child who teaches us lessons about priorities in life, who 

loves unconditionally, who finds joy in simple things, and who remains 

a pure soul. We see a child with an earthly life of burdens where God 

sees a child with eternal life free from burdens. 

Parents who murder and dispose of their children either don’t 

know or don’t care that they are throwing away a precious gift from 

God. It could be this child who would have brought them closer to their 

own Father. 


