
 MARRIAGE (Part 1) 
  

by Corey Sawyers 
  

There is one area, if appreciated and applied that would solve a great many of the social, 

educational, moral, financial, and stability problems in the country today. It is the one area, if 

taken somberly and soberly, that could fix the leadership, retention, evangelistic, and growth 

problems in the church. It also just happens to be the one area, if worked on strenuously and 

selflessly, that would make each man, woman, and child more happy, healthy, secure, and 

settled. The area in question is the home. It is under-appreciated, undervalued, and under 

attended. Yet, the home is the foundation for the country and the church. Beyond that, one’s 

spiritual, emotional, mental, and even physical health and happiness are directly linked to so 

many aspects of the home. 

  

Still, the importance of the home is disregarded. Certainly, no man, woman, or child 

sets out to tear down a home. No one intentionally decides to have a dysfunctional home. 

Perhaps the problem lies in a basic lack of appreciation of the home. When individuals that 

make up a family fail to appreciate their purpose in the home, the home suffers. When 

individuals fail to appreciate their relationship within the home, the family suffers. There is, 

therefore, a great need to understand and follow  

The man and woman must appreciate the purpose and relationship of marriage within 

the home. When a man chooses a wife and God unites them in marriage, a new home is formed. 

Genesis 2:24 tells us three things must take place to properly establish this relationship.  

  

First, they must leave father and mother. The Hebrew word used means to leave or 

forsake. It is a word that shares the same root as “to be widowed.” This shows the change in 

relationship that takes place. One always should love and honor their parents. But for a 

marriage to work, there must be a change in the relationship with them. No longer are parents 

the most important people in his or her life - their spouse is.  

  

Second, they must be joined to their spouse. A permanent bond has been established. In 

fact, the word means to cleave or to adhere, as if with glue. Anyone who has ever accidentally 

superglued their fingers together understands the bond this refers to. The only way to get the 

fingers apart is to rip away the skin and flesh from one side. Likewise, when a man and woman 

are joined in marriage, it is a bond that cannot be broken in a way that does not rip apart lives 

and hearts. 

  

Third, they must “become one flesh.” Some will argue this refers to the intimate 

relationship between man and wife. To take that stance, one would have to believe that a man 

who is paralyzed from the waist down, and is physically unable to have sexual relations with 

his wife, is never truly one flesh with his wife, nor fully married! Certainly that is not the case. 

The idea here is that the couple continues to grow closer and closer together. They intertwine 

and weave their lives together in such a way that you cannot separate the two any longer.  
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

 

Sunday AM Bible Study-9:30am  

Worship-10:30am 
Sunday PM Worship-6:00pm 

Wednesday PM Bible Study-7:00pm 

 
For Transportation Call:  

642-7751 & leave message 

 
www.ewcofc.com 

www.eastwood-coc.org 

E-mail us at:  
eastwdco@bellsouth.net 

 

Live Radio Broadcast-10:30am 
AM 1000, 97.5 FM 

 
Charter–Channel 195 

Sunday @ 9:00am 

 
Daily Mini-sermon email: 

eastwoodpreacher@icloud.com 

HEAR THE GOSPEL ON CABLE 

TV AND SATELLITE EACH 

SUNDAY 
 

Charter Cable: 
 
6:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way-

 Channel 15 
6:30am Fabric of  Family- 

 Channel 16 

7:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way- 
 Channel 13 

7:30am Preaching the Gospel- 

 Channel 13 
8:00am Good News Today- 

 Channel 13 

 

WBBJ-TV/CBS-Charter Channel 708 

7:00am  A Bible Answer 
 
Dish TV & Direct TV-Channel 30: 
 
7:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way 

7:30am Preaching the Gospel 

8:00am Good News Today 
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THEME FOR 2018: “BE TRANSFORMED” Romans 12:1-2 
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STATE OF THE YOUTH 

 BIRTHDAYS 

 

         Bella Millraney   January 1 

         Allie Grace Veglio  January 18 

 

         Emilee Brown   February 13 

         Dalton Dodd   February 24 

The Importance of Singles 

by Ethan Schulte 

 A long time ago, in a garden far, far away, God 

created man. After a period of time, God determined that the 

man needed a companion, someone more suitable and 

compatible with him than the animals to which he tended. 

Thus, God made a woman and brought her to the man, and 

He commanded them to, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the 

earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, 

over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that 

moves on the earth,” (Genesis 1:28, NKJV).  

 Did God purposely design man and woman to be 

compatible? Yes. Did God command the very first man and 

woman to marry and work together? Yes. Did God command 

that every man and every woman must marry? No.  

 While there are some experiences, insights, 

emotions, and “developmental stages” that may only be 

achieved through marriage, let no one suggest that 

fulfillment, peace, happiness, and spiritual maturity may 

only be found with a spouse. These are the blessings of a 

relationship with God, not necessarily of relationships with 

other people.  

 So, to those whom, by whatever life circumstance, 

have found themselves at this time without a spouse, let it 

formally and unapologetically be said that you are valuable 

and vital to the work of the church. How else could Paul, the 

unmarried apostle, say in 1 Corinthians 7:8, “But I say to the 

unmarried and to the widows: It is good for them if they 

remain even as I am;” (NKJV). What might he mean by this 

statement, that it is good for them to remain unmarried? It of 

course cannot be assumed that single people have greater 

wealth just because they are not spending money on their 

spouse. It also cannot be assumed that single people 

automatically have more free time to spend as they please. 

So how might these people fair better at this point of being 

unmarried? Paul makes this statement in the midst of a list of 

rules, responsibilities, and warnings that come with 

marriage. Married people must be concerned with things 

such as affection, authority, faithfulness, loyalty, 

commitment, and priorities. What unmarried people have is 

freedom from these concerns and expectations. Though they 

may not necessarily have more money or time than the 

married, they have the freedom to use their talents for the 

work of the church without as many diversions or 

temptations to overturn God as the top priority in their lives. 

This freedom, if used to its fullest potential, could and 

should fuel great works within the church. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 Thursday Bible Study: 9th-12th grades at Ethan Schulte’s 

home, every other Thursday, @ 6:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. 

January 18  February 1 February 15 March 1 

  

Fun Trip: scheduled for February 16th for the 9th—12th 

grade. Details to come later. 

  

Host Youth Devotionals: sign-up sheets are on the Youth 

Bulletin board to host devotionals for the 3rd-6th and the 7th-

12th grades.  

  

Youth Devotionals:  

3-6 grade after A.M. Service 

7-12 grade after P.M. Service 

Guys Bring Drinks, Girls Bring Desserts.  

Pick-up time for 3-6th gr. usually from 1:30—2:00 P.M. 

  

January 21: 3-6th grade, Bob and Theresa Comer’s home 

    7th-12th grade, Charlie and Jan Neal’s home. 

  

To join the Remind 101 EWYG Group for text updates: 

1. https://www.remind.com/join/ewyg --- go to this link and 

follow the instructions. 

2. Text "@ewyg" to the number 81010. You should receive a 

welcome text from remind. If not, you did something wrong. 
This is a simple and easy way to communicate with parents and 

teens.  

*Events will be updated in the Bulletin as needed.  

 Is it wrong to aspire to be married? Of course not, 

but it does require a lot of you as a person. Is it okay to 

remain unmarried? Absolutely, but the responsibility of 

freedom should not be taken lightly. Let us never judge 

anyone by their lack of anything, least of all a spouse. Let us 

all take advantage of our situations, talents, and blessings to 

serve God in the best way we possibly can, whether that be 

in the teamwork of a marriage, or the freedom of singlehood.  

https://www.remind.com/join/ewyg
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GREETER 
 

January 21 

Olivia and Debra 

Bowen 

January 28 

Craig Brown 

Jacquta Burke 

  KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Bernard Downey: HCMC room 2105;  Morningside 

350 Volunteer Drive Room 113 / Paris  

 

Mark Brown: home with Craig and Janis Brown. Having 

headaches; Mark Brown, 101 Crestview Circle / Paris  

  

Janice Story: home with pneumonia; 308 Paris Harbor Dr. Unit 

B / Paris  

  

Jerry Fuqua: cancer treatments; 403 Royal Oak / Paris 

  

Lottie Smith: home; 219 Ellis Drive / Paris 

  

Frank and Ruth Parker: home; 1114 Chickasaw / Paris  

  

Laura Bentley: breast cancer; 310 Spring Street / Clinton, TN 

37716 

  

Dwayne McClain: (Ann Patterson and Paula Odom’s brother) 

back surgery. Staying with Dan and Ann Patterson to recuperate.  

  

Norma Bradley: (Stephanie Winders mother) chemo; 23585 

Hwy. TT / Versailles, MO 65084 

  

THANK YOU 

Thanks to everyone for the prayers, cards, and concern for my 

granddaughter, Sarah Foster. She is doing fine and is very happy 

since her baptism. Thankfully, she has not had to take any 

medication for her seizures and they have stopped on their own. 

Her family and I are very happy about that. In Christian Love, 

Joyce Williams 

OUR ATTITUDE 
 

Sunday AM Bible Study………….161 
 

Sunday AM Worship……………..200 
 

Sunday PM Worship……………...N/A 
 

Wednesday PM Bible Study……. .N/A 
 

This week’s contribution………...$6205 
 

Weekly Budget…………………..$8472 

  
SUNDAY A.M. 

Announcements 

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Closing Prayer 

  

Lord's Supper

 Presiding 

  

 East Side 

  

  

  

  

 West Side 

  

  

  

 Nursery 

  

 Balcony 

  

  

  

 Alternates 

  

  

 

 Overhead Projector 

 

SUNDAY P.M. 

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Lord’s Supper 

Closing Prayer 

WEDNESDAY 

Song Leader 

Invitation 

Closing Prayer 

 

JANUARY             21 

Bill DeWees 

Philip Davidson 

David Belisle 

Charles Backer 

Charlie Neal 

 

 

Levi Dodd 

 

Jason Scarbrough 

Stan Wilson 

Rick Moody 

Jeff Figurelli 

 

Jimmy Wynn 

Jerry Olive 

Donald Drinkard 

 

Ned Morris 

 

Jacob Cuthbertson 

Reece Killion 

Lance Winders 

 

Blake Morton 

Silas Winders 

Bobby Sadler 

 

Caleb Griffin 

 

JANUARY            21 

Philip Davidson 

Jason Smith 

Clay Durham 

Rayburn Thomason 

Brian Foster 

JANUARY            24 

Jason Smith 

Ethan Schulte 

Daniel Williams 

FUTURE WORSHIP LEADERS 

If unable to serve, please contact Lance Winders @ 336-2421.  

Participants in the A.M. service are asked to please meet 

in the library following the second bell. 

FOOD PANTRY  

Beef Stew, Ham, Spam, vienna sausages, tuna, and 

Pasta sauce (i.e. Spaghetti sauce / Alfredo sauce), jelly, 

Mac & Cheese, canned vegatables 

 

JANUARY             28 

Bill DeWees 

Zach Golson 

Max Henry 

Micah Sutton 

Michael Williams 

 

 

Jerry Olive 

 

Steve Blount 

Garrett Sawyers 

Patrick Peale 

Charlie Morton 

 

Alan Shaffer 

Gordon Sawyers 

Ron Brown 

 

Fred Grosbeier 

 

Bobby Barton 

Steve Durham 

Edwin Carrington 

 

Jerry Peale 

Ethan Schulte 

Rudy Peoples 

 

Caleb Griffin 

 

JANUARY            28 

Zach Golson 

Adam Killion 

Dominic Figurelli 

Titus Winders 

Dan Patterson 

JANUARY            31 

Phillip Brown 

Daniel Williams 

Charles Clark 

Weekly Reflections 

SERVICE 
 

     Jesus said, “If any man will come after me, let him deny 

himself and take up his cross, and follow me.” 

     Whenever you find people who are interested in power, 

bossing others around or who enjoy making themselves the center 

of attention, just remember that such individuals have missed 

entirely the basic message of Christianity. They don’t really know 

what Christianity is all about.  

     Jesus came not to be served, but to serve and give His life as a 

ransom for many. He washed His disciple’s feet in order to teach 

the lesson of humility. His disciples were told, in an unforgettable 

manner, that greatness was found in serving others and not in 

being somebody’s boss. Jesus taught the way up is down.  

     Let’s never forget this most valuable lesson—that the church is 

made up of servants not celebrities. 

 —Bill Dillon “The Bulletin” published by Hickory Ridge church 

of Christ” 
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Return Service Requested 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

Eiffel Gardens Singing: Today @ 2:00 P.M. 

  

FIA Team 3: will meet after evening services  tonight at 

the Caleb and Loni Griffins house for finger foods; 709 

Morton St. / Paris. 

  

Education Committee: Sunday, January 21. Meeting @ 

5:00 P.M. in the small auditorium. 

  

 L2L Girls: Monday, January 22, Song Leading Meeting 

@ 6:30 P.M. – 7: 30 P.M. in an upstairs classroom. 

  

Mighty Oaks Trip: Thursday, January 25, to Casey 

Jones in Jackson. Lunch will cost $12.00, sign-up on the 

board. Leaving at 10:30 A.M. 

  

FHU 82 Annual Bible Lectureship: February 4-8, 2018. 

We are in need of Pies and sheet cakes. These items should 

be placed in the library no later than the morning service, 

February 4th, so that Martha Alls may pick them up. The 

money made in the Lectureship Kitchen will help to fund 

50-60 student Scholarships this year.  

  

Coat Closet: heavy coats are needed in the following 

sizes: boys size 3T, 7/8 & 14/16; Girls size 6, 7/8, 10/12 & 

14/16; woman’s size 1XL-4XL. Please bring new or gently 

used, clean coats. Be watchful as coats begin to go on sale.  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

January 28:     Deacons Meeting after P.M. service 

January 29:    Dorcas Class 7:00—8:30 P.M.  MPR 

February 1:     Thursday Night 9th-12th grade  Bible Study 

     @ 6:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. 

February 4:    Morningside Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

February 11:     HC Healthcare Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

February 15:     Thursday Night 9th-12th grade  Bible Study 

     @ 6:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. 

February 16:     7th—12th grade Fun Trip 

February 18:     Eiffel Gardens Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

February 25:     Deacons Meeting after P.M. Service 

March 1:     Thursday Night 9th-12th grade  Bible Study 

     @ 6:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. 

March 4:     Morningside Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

ELDER’S CORNER 

REMINDER: The elders welcome all newcomers.  If 

you would like to be identified as a member here or if you 

have not had the opportunity to meet the eldership, the 

elders would like to meet with you briefly to introduce 

ourselves and to explain our position on certain issues and 

matters of doctrine. 

THE LADIES’ CORNER: 
 

SUNDAY MORNING CHALLENGE 

by Kathy Pollard 
 

We visited a gruff-looking gorilla on a beautiful, mild day a 

few springs ago. He did not look happy. I decided I was grateful for 

the safety barrier, as I would not want to get too close to that grumpy 

guy. 

When I was growing up, my dad often reminded me that 

when my face isn’t smiling, I look cold or even stuck-up. That was 

good to know, since I usually didn’t feel those things at the time. The 

last thing I want to do is give the impression that I’m 

unapproachable. Naturally, there are times when I look grouchy 

because I am (just ask Neal). But I just have one of those faces that 

looks unfriendly if I don’t consciously make the effort to look 

friendly. 

Sometimes we put care into what we wear to worship, but 

forget to put CARE into our expressions. Lottie Beth Hobbs wrote, 

“An approving, encouraging, cheerful, or loving look can do so 

much to lift the heart. It can speak volumes without a word. Just one 

look often has the power to cause a heart to soar or to sink. 

Countenances–looks, eyes, expression–speak so loudly to instill 

doubt and discouragement, or courage and comfort, in the heart of 

others. What do our looks say?” Proverbs says that the light of the 

eyes “rejoices the heart” (15:30). 

When the saints meet, may I never be guilty of reserving my 

warm face for my circle of friends, but instead greet every single 

person with eyes that light up and a sincere smile. 


