
FOCUSING ON WIVES LIKE BRIDES 

By Corey Sawyers 

 

If a picture is normally worth a thousand words this one is worth 

millions. Jai Kamat's expression when the doors opened up for his wife 

Julie to walk down the aisle, was priceless. Married men do you 

remember that moment with its butterflies, excitement, and love? Do 

those same feelings still exist when our wife enters the room? Probably 

not. Our relationship and love should have grown, but we should not 

have lost that romantic feeling. How do we maintain it? When the 

doors to the chapel opened at your wedding you focused on one thing 

only: your bride. The most important focus in our life (other than the 

Lord) should still be our spouse. 

1. Focus on her at work. That is what Jacob did for Rachel (Gen. 29:20). Think of 

your job as not "just a job." It is the way you provide for the woman you love. While at work, 

send her an email or a text message. Give her a call at lunch to see how she is. Consciously 

thinking of her all day makes us anticipate seeing her when we walk in the door at home.  

2. Focus on her positives. The longer we are married the easier it is to find all of their 

flaws. On your wedding day, you didn't notice any flaws. Why do so now? You have 

negatives that you do not want her focusing on, right? So, when mistakes are made, forgive. 

Think about the best qualities. When negatives happen, learn and grow from them (Prov. 

10:12; 17:9). 

3. Focus on her only. This is a tough one, because the world constantly bombards us 

with revealing images of others. Make a covenant with your eyes not to look at those 

depictions (Job 31:1), but go beyond just that. Make yourself think of your wife. The Bible 

tells us in a variety of ways to be satisfied with our wives physically (Prov. 5:19; SofS 1:2; 

4:10). Do not get caught in the trap of longing for others. 

4. Focus on being hers. Remember the covenant you entered on your wedding day. 

You are no longer yours - you belong to her. Focus on the permanence and oneness of 

marriage. Of all the men on earth, she chose ME! She chose me to have and hold for a 

lifetime (Song of Solomon 2:16; 8:6; Eccl. 9:9; I Cor. 7:1-4)! That alone should make her 

more beautiful to me! 

The wise man wrote in Proverbs 30:18-19 that of the four things that amazed him, one 

of was how a man loves a woman. When a man loves his wife as God has told us to (Eph. 

5:25-31), it is truly an amazing thing. That love should no wear off as time moves on. It 

should grow! 
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SCHEDULE OF 

SERVICES 
 

Sunday AM Bible Study-9:30am  

Worship-10:30am 

Sunday PM Worship-6:00pm 

Wednesday PM Bible Study-7:00pm 

 

For Transportation Call:  

642-7751 & leave message 

 

www.ewcofc.com 

www.eastwood-coc.org 

E-mail us at:  

eastwdco@bellsouth.net 

 

Live Radio Broadcast-10:30am 

AM 1000, 97.5 FM 
 

Charter–Channel 195 

HEAR THE GOSPEL ON CABLE 

TV AND SATELLITE EACH 

SUNDAY 
 

Charter Cable: 
 
6:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way-

 Channel 15 

6:30am Fabric of  Family- 

 Channel 16 

7:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way- 

 Channel 13 

7:30am Preaching the Gospel- 

 Channel 13 

8:00am Good News Today- 

 Channel 13 
 
Dish TV & Direct TV-Channel 30: 
 
7:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way 

7:30am Preaching the Gospel 

8:00am Good News Today 

   

    Sermon Topics: 

               OCT. 16:       AM: Walk This Way - In The Light - Eph. 5:6-14 

                P.M: Singing with Joshua   

   OCT. 23:  AM: Nathan Foster preaching. 

     PM:Young Men’s Service 

        THEME FOR 2016: A FAITH THAT STANDS   
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“Is it Wrong?”  

Why There Are Other Questions You Need to Ask 

 
An Elementary Question 
 

There are obviously things Scripture says are wrong. These behaviors 

are no-brainers; even a child could look at Scripture and tell you these 

behaviors are wrong, “Sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 

idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 

dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like 

these” (Galatians 5:19-21). But there are other behaviors about which 

we are not given such an obvious answer. 

“Is it wrong?” is a good first question to ask, but it is really only an 

elementary question (see Hebrews 6:1-2). We must go on to ask more 

mature questions and teach the next generation to do the same. 

 

The Problem with Only Asking, “Is It Wrong?” 
 

When we only ask the question, “Is it wrong?” we give the 

impression that if a behavior is not condemned or forbidden in 

Scripture, then a Christian has complete liberty to engage in that 

behavior. I’m sure we have all heard a Christian retort, when 

challenged about a particular behavior, “Show me in the Bible where 

it’s wrong!” 

This was apparently the mentality of some people who stirred up 

quite a bit of trouble in the Corinthian church. They seemed to 

believe, since Christians are not under Law but under grace, “All 

things are lawful.” Paul was quick to reply, “But not all things are 

helpful” and, “Not all things build up” (1 Corinthians 10:23). These 

people believed that if the Law of Moses had been done away with, 

they had complete freedom to do whatever they wanted to do. Paul 

rebuked them and said there were other questions that needed to be 

asked rather than just, “Is it lawful?” 

Christian living is not about “rule-keeping.” There are more questions 

that need to be asked than just, “Is it against the rules?” Christian 

living is about walking by faith (2 Corinthians 5:7), walking by the 

Spirit (Galatians 5:16-26), and walking in the light (1 John 1:7). 

Which means we are called to a higher standard and we have to ask 

more mature questions than just, “Is it wrong?” or, “Is it lawful?” or, 

“Is it against the rules?” 

 

What Other Questions Should We Ask 
 

Before engaging in a particular behavior, here are some questions we 

should ask ourselves: 

 Is it wise? – see the book of Proverbs 

 Is it helpful and edifying to others? – see 1 Corinthians 10:23-

30; Romans 14-15 

 Is it loving? – see 1 Corinthians 13 

 Is it selfless? – see Philippians 2:1-11 

 Is it God-glorifying? – see 1 Corinthians 10:31-33 

 Does it reflect purity and holiness? – see 1 Thessalonians 4:1-

8; Ephesians 5:7-21 

We have to get better at asking questions like these. We must 

understand that just because we can do something, doesn’t mean 

we should do it. There are many things we can do, but fewer things 

we should do. We have to start asking, “What is the likely outcome of 

STATE OF THE YOUTH 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Fall Bible Studies     
 October 18       November 1    November 15 

 

*Events will be updated in the Bulletin as needed.  

 To join the Remind 101 EWYG Group for text updates: 
 

1. https://www.remind.com/join/ewyg --- go to this link 

and follow the instructions. 

2. text "@ewyg" to the number 81010. You should receive 

a welcome text from remind. If not, you did something 

wrong. 

This is a simple and easy way to communicate with parents 

and teens.  

this course of action?” and then only proceed if people will be 

helped, God will be glorified, and purity and holiness will be 

reflected. 

 

Differences of Opinion 
 

That being said, Christians often come to different conclusions on 

matters of personal conduct and behavior. In which case, I believe 

there are at least two principles we must keep in mind: 

1. We must not judge people based on our own reasoning (Romans 

14:1-12). 

2. It is not judging to encourage people to act wisely, selflessly, 

lovingly, and in a God-glorifying way. 

So let’s start helping each other see that some things are not a matter 

of right or wrong, but simply a matter of wisdom and discernment. 

Let’s help each other to be wise. Let’s help each other ask better 

questions. And let’s love each other even when we arrive at different 

conclusions. That’s how life in the church is supposed to look. 

I truly believe that when we all start asking better questions and 

being honest with the answers, we will find we are on the same page 

more often than not. 

I love you and God loves you. Wes McAdams 

“radicallychristian.com" 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Riley Burks   October 7 

Dominic Figurelli  October 10 

Harrison Hutson   October 17 

Emma Caldwell   October 18 

Chloe Millraney   October 25 

 

http://www.radicallychristian.com/christianity-is-not-about-rule-keeping
https://www.remind.com/join/ewyg
http://radicallychristian.com/
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GREETERS 

October 23 

Jerry and Terri 

Peale 

October 30 

Rudy and Rhonda 

Peoples 

KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Elsie Bell: Legacy Health Care in Puryear room 103; 220 College 

Street, Puryear, TN 38251 

Mildred Byars: staying with her niece, Edna Priddy, in Cottage 

Grove. 

Ken Russell:  Paris Health Care Room 124; 220 Owenwood 

Place / Paris  

Mike Bryson: had port removed this past Wednesday at 

Vanderbilt Hospital; 85 Guthrie Road / Paris 

Melvin Arnold: home; 390 Clifty Creek Road  / Paris 

Micah Hart: (Wayne and Patty Hart’s grandson) leukemia. 

Hospital stays in Little Rock, last week. Jason and Jennifer Hart, 

parents; 121 Approach Drive / Harrison, Arkansas 72601 

SYMPATHY 

Our sympathy goes out to family of Virgil Hale, especially to his 

wife Dana, and the four guys. His services were this past 

Tuesday at the J.H. Church Hill Funeral Home. 

We also extend our deep sympathy to the family of Susie Olive.  

She was a long standing member at the church of Christ on East 

Wood Street and had been the oldest of our members. Her 

services were this past Sunday afternoon at the Ridgeway 

Funeral Home. 

THANK YOU 

Dear members of East Wood church of Christ, Thank you so 

much for the snack bags you delivered to Juvenile Court. Your 

thoughtfulness and consideration is greatly appreciated. The staff 

of Henry County Juvenile Court deal daily with children and 

families who are struggling with issues ranging from drug use to 

homelessness on a local level. As the Judge, I pray each morning 

that the Lord will grant me the wisdom to make the right 

decisions in each case. I also pray for the ability to be slow to 

anger, slow to speak, but quick to listen. Please continue to pray 

for me and all of those who work in the court system serving 

families, children and all struggling individuals. God Bless each 

of you! In gratitude, Judge V. Snyder      2 Corinthians 12:9-10 

 

We find comfort, strength, and peace just knowing others care. 

Thank you for your thoughtfulness. To our church family, Thank 

you for the funeral flowers, meal following the services, all the 

kind words and prayers. We love our church family. Jerry and 

Marty Olive 

 

To the East Wood church of Christ Ladies. Thank you so much 

for the cute blue blanket you gave us when Drew Thomas was 

born. It is so nice and big. I know he won’t grow out of it right 

away! We use it regularly for “going away times”. We really 

appreciate your kindness. May God Bless you for it! Love, Tim 

and Marilyn Becker, Raquel (7), Amber (5), Colton (22months), 

and Drew. 

OUR ATTITUDE 
Sunday AM Bible Study………….258 

Sunday AM Worship……………..311 

Sunday PM Worship……………...174 

Wednesday PM Bible Study……...166 

This week’s contribution………...$7342 

Weekly Budget…………………..$8472 

  
SUNDAY A.M. 

Announcements 

Song Leader 
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Scripture Reading 

Closing Prayer 
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 Presiding 

  

 East Side 

  

  

  

  

 West Side 

  

  

  

 Nursery 

  

 Balcony 

  

  

  

 Alternates 

  

  

 

 Overhead Projector 

 

SUNDAY P.M. 

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Lord’s Supper 

Closing Prayer 

WEDNESDAY 

Song Leader 

Invitation 

Closing Prayer 

 

OCTOBER             16 

Charlie Neal 
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Levi Dodd 
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Michael Williams 
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Fred Grosbeier 

 

Titus Winders 

Silas Winders 

Garrett Sawyers 

 

Wes Knee 
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Aaron Hutson 

 

OCTOBER             16 

Adam Currence 

Jason Scarbrough 

Harrison Hutson 

Bobby Sadler 

Stan Wilson 

OCTOBER             19 

Gordon Sawyers 

Adam Currence 

Edwin Carrington 

FUTURE WORSHIP LEADERS 
If unable to serve, please contact Lance Winders @ 336-2421. 

The Elders request that those leading in worship please wear 

appropriate clothing. We also ask that those reading scripture & 

preaching, please read from the KJV or the NKJV of the Bible. 

Your understanding is deeply appreciated. 

FOOD PANTRY  
Spam, canned ham, Spaghetti (sauce & noodles), Ravioli, chili, beef stew, 

crackers, peanut butter & jelly     {Please place in the pantry pig} 

 

OCTOBER             23 

Charlie Neal 

Michael Williams 

Jon Davidson 

Charlie Morton 

Steve Delaney 

 

 

Mike McDaniel 

 

Rudy Peoples 

Bob Perry 

Bobby Barton 

Mark Brown 

 

Jerry Olive 

Blake Morton 

Jeff Figurelli 

 

Billy Bucy, Sr. 

 

Edwin Carrington 

Clay Durham 

Dominic Figurelli 

 

Steve Durham 

David Belisle 

Randell Foster 

 

Aaron Hutson 

 

OCTOBER             23 

Young Men’s Service 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER             26 

Jason Smith 

Corey Sawyers 

Dan Patterson 

BIBLE TRIVIA 
Last Week’s Trivia Answered:  John the Baptist (Matthew 3:14) 

WHO SAID THAT? 

“I will not let thee go, except thou bless me?” 

http://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x14618194449952303023&id=YN873x14618194449952303023&q=Legacy+of+Puryear&name=Legacy+of+Puryear&cp=36.4418907165527%7e-88.3384704589844&ppois=36.4418907165527_-88.3384704589844_Legacy+of+Puryear&FORM=SNAPST
http://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x14618194449952303023&id=YN873x14618194449952303023&q=Legacy+of+Puryear&name=Legacy+of+Puryear&cp=36.4418907165527%7e-88.3384704589844&ppois=36.4418907165527_-88.3384704589844_Legacy+of+Puryear&FORM=SNAPST
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

FIA Team 3: will meet after evening services at the home  

of Caleb and Loni Griffin for finger foods; 709 Morton 

St.  /  Paris 
 

Eiffel Gardens Singing: Today @ 2:00 P.M. 

 

Youth Devotional: October 16,     

After A.M. service, the 3rd-6th grades, Terri Peale  will 

be hosting at the home of Laura Wynn. 

After the P.M. service, the 7th-12th grades @ Aaron and 

Jenny Hutson’s home. Guys bring drinks and girls bring 

desserts.  
 

Coat Give-A-Way: November 5th from 9-11 A.M.  Please 

bring your gently used or new coats, placing them in the 

library.  We DON’T need mens  medium / womens small or 

medium / nor childrens 2T—4T) The greatest need is in the 

teen sizes (hoodies) and the adult XL, XXL, and XXXL. 

Gloves are welcome. 

 

Denny Petrillo “How We Got the Bible” Seminar: The 

seminar will cover four one-hour sessions. Here is the 

schedule: 

Session 1 - Saturday, October 29, 2016, 7:00 p.m. 

Session 2 - Sunday, October 30, 2016, 9:30 a.m. (Bible 

class) 

Session 3 - Sunday, October 30, 2016, 4:30 p.m. (a 30 

minute break will follow) 

Session 4 - Sunday, October 30, 2016, 6:00 p.m. 

(No fellowship meal to follow) 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
October 21-23:   Fall Retreat / Youth 7th -12th  

                 grade 

October 23:       Young Men’s Service  

                 Deacons Meeting after P.M.                    

      Service 

October 29, 30:  Denny Petrillo “How We Got  

                 the Bible” Seminar 

 October 30:      Trunk or Treat after evening  

                 service 

                  (Please no costumes during Service) 
November 6:     Morningside Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

November 9:     HC Health Care Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

November 20:    Youth Devotionals 

                            Eiffel Gardens Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

ELDER’S CORNER 
 
 

REMINDER: The elders welcome all newcomers.  If 

you would like to be identified as a member here or if you 

have not had the opportunity to meet the eldership, the 

elders would like to meet with you briefly to introduce 

ourselves and to explain our position on certain issues and 

matters of doctrine. 

THE LADIES’ CORNER: 
COUNT YOUR BLESSONS! 

Edited from an article by Kathy Pollard 

Karen Salmansohn came up with the word “blesson.” 

She said it means “when you’re able to see the blessing in the 

lesson that your trial taught you.” I love this reminder of a very 

Biblical concept (James 1:2-4)! First of all, Christians aren’t 

exempt from experiencing hardships (Jn. 16:33; Psa. 

34:17,18). Second, it’s also all too easy to count our problems 

because nearly everyone does it. The nightly news and social 

media typically just cover what’s wrong with the world. While 

we are surrounded by “trials dark on every hand,” God wants 

us to KNOW that they are temporary (2 Cor. 4:18), that He 

will not forsake us (Heb. 13:5), and that good can come from 

suffering (passages listed below). Even Jesus suffered, but 

good came from it (Heb. 5:8,9). 

The world points to suffering as proof of an indifferent 

God or a nonexistent one, but Christians know better. We trust 

God because we know He loves us, refines us, and works for 

our ultimate good (Rom. 8:28).  Suggestions for the Week: 1. 

Go ahead and list your problems but then list how you can 

grow from them (attitude, character, faith, trust, etc.). 2. Read 

through 1 Peter, paying close attention to suffering as a 

Christian. 3. List the spiritual good that can come from 

suffering or the hope God offers: 1 Pe. 5:10; 1:7; Jms. 1:2-8, 

12; Rom. 5:2-5; 8:18; 2 Cor. 5:1; 1:3-5; Heb. 12:7-11; 2 Tim. 

2:12; Psa. 119:67. 


