
A GRANITE FOUNDATION 

 

By Corey Sawyers 

 
Locals call it “The Rock.” It was purchased in 

1849 by Robert S. Gilmer. The story goes that Gilmer 

purchased the property for farmland and was quite upset 

when he found a giant white rock on his land! So upset 

that he insisted the seller give him part of his money 

back! What turned out to be the largest opened-faced 

granite quarry in the world cost Mr. Gilmer nothing.  

According to our squad car driver during the 

Mount Airy tour, there is a small but important building 

on the property. As the granite began to be taken from 

the ground, shaped, and shipped - laborious work all 

done, then, by hand - employees were hard to keep around. At the end of the day, they would 

look to bottles of booze for comfort. Drunkenness led to poor work, late workers, and 

absenteeism. After several failed attempts by management to curb all of this, a new idea formed. 

A granite church building was erected on the corner of the property within walking distance of 

the quarry. Services were held every Sunday morning and prayer meetings were held every 

afternoon the other days of the week. Employees were encouraged to attend.  

Within a year the quality of the work improved dramatically. Employees were rarely 

absent and almost never late. The workplace became a much better place to be. Cooperation 

between workers and management increased. What was the secret to such dramatic change? The 

workers were introduced to the influence of God’s word - and what an impact it had! 

Paul told Timothy God’s word is profitable (II Tim. 3:16-17). The Psalmist said it was a 

lamp and a light to guide his steps along life’s pathway (119:105). We are told we should live by 

it (Mt. 4:4). It should abide in us (John 15:7). We should long for it in order to grow (I Pet. 2:2), 

and we are blessed if we keep it (Psa. 1:1ff).  

It is so large that astronauts can see the Mount Airy granite quarry from space! They say 

that there is enough granite under Mount Airy to continue mining for over 1000 years! But even 

grander than that rock is the rock those granite workers found in that little granite church 

building. At the end of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said that those who heard and built their 

lives on His words were building on a solid foundation (Mt. 7:24-25). The solid foundation we 

all need for our lives is God’s word. May we study it, apply it, live it, and teach it. And may it, 

and it alone, be the authority for all we do.  
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SCHEDULE OF 

SERVICES 
 

Sunday AM Bible Study-9:30am  

Worship-10:30am 

Sunday PM Worship-6:00pm 

Wednesday PM Bible Study-7:00pm 

 

For Transportation Call:  

642-7751 & leave message 

 

www.ewcofc.com 

www.eastwood-coc.org 

E-mail us at:  

eastwdco@bellsouth.net 

 

Live Radio Broadcast-10:30am 

AM 1000, 97.5 FM 
 

Charter–Channel 195 

HEAR THE GOSPEL ON CABLE 

TV AND SATELLITE EACH 

SUNDAY 
 

Charter Cable: 
 
6:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way-

 Channel 15 

6:30am Fabric of  Family- 

 Channel 16 

7:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way- 

 Channel 13 

7:30am Preaching the Gospel- 

 Channel 13 

8:00am Good News Today- 

 Channel 13 
 
Dish TV & Direct TV-Channel 30: 
 
7:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way 

7:30am Preaching the Gospel 

8:00am Good News Today 

   

    Sermon Topics: 

 OCT. 23:  AM: Nathan Foster preaching. 

   PM:Young Men’s Service 

 OCT. 29-30:  Denny Petrillo in our “How We Got The Bible” Seminar 

   Sat. 7 pm -  Sun. 9:30 am, 10:30 am, 4:30 pm, and 6:00 pm 

        THEME FOR 2016: A FAITH THAT STANDS   
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Christian Freedom 

Adam Currence 

Galatians 5:1 -  Stand fast therefore in the liberty by 

which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled 

again with a yoke of bondage (NKJV). 

The New Testament, and really the entire Bible, 

proclaims the Messiah as the supreme liberator of 

captives, and the Christian life as a life of freedom (see 

Isaiah 61:1, quoted by Christ in Luke 4:18-19). Jesus 

proclaimed that those who hold to his teaching would 

know truth, a truth that would set them free (John 8:31-

32). We might ask ourselves, what does it mean to have 

Christian freedom? Certainly we are free from being a 

slave of sin. We no longer have to participate in the works 

of the flesh, for there is a better way! It also includes 

freedom from the guilt and shame that accompany a life 

of sin. Christian freedom also allows us to enjoy God’s 

forgiveness, mercy, acceptance and access to God, and 

many other freedoms we could list which are available to 

the Christian. 

There are some limits to Christian freedom, however. 

1. It is not freedom to indulge in fleshly desires. Paul 

told the Galatian church, “you were called to 

freedom….only do not turn your freedom into an 

opportunity for the flesh…” (5:13). We live a life 

walking by and with the Spirit. If we do so, we won’t 

want to carry out the desires of the flesh (5:16). 

Christians don’t shoot first and ask questions later. 

We shouldn’t indulge in our desires and ask for 

forgiveness later, something Paul addressed in 

Romans 6:1, Romans being a “sister letter” to 

Galatians. 

2. It is not freedom to exploit our neighbor. Paul went 

on to say in verse 13, “…but through love serve one 

another.” We might view freedom as a relief. Thank 

goodness I can just take care of myself and not have 

to worry about others! There is a very powerful 

paradox at work here. We cannot neglect, ignore, or 

abuse our neighbors. Far from that, we are 

commanded by God to love and serve them! In that 

aspect, Christianity actually IS a form of 

slavery….not to Satan or to fleshly desires, but to one 

another. We are free in our relationship with God but 

slaves to one another. 

STATE OF THE YOUTH 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Fall Bible Studies     
 November 1   

 November 15 

 

*Events will be updated in the Bulletin as needed.  

 To join the Remind 101 EWYG Group for text updates: 
 

1. https://www.remind.com/join/ewyg --- go to this link 

and follow the instructions. 

2. text "@ewyg" to the number 81010. You should receive 

a welcome text from remind. If not, you did something 

wrong. 

This is a simple and easy way to communicate with parents 

and teens.  

3. It is not freedom to disregard with God’s Law. 
Paul went on in verse 14 to say “the whole law is 

fulfilled in one word, in the statement, ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’” The Galatian 

Church was so focused on the Old Law and so 

concerned with trying to enforce its regulations, they 

were manipulating and abusing one another, “biting 

and devouring” one another and cannibalizing 

themselves (v.15). Being in Christ should call us to 

follow God’s word MORE closely out of love for 

God, not carelessly and loosely as we see fit. 

“Authentic freedom is not freedom to indulge our fallen 

nature but to control it; Not freedom to exploit our 

neighbors but to serve them; Not freedom to disregard the 

law but to fulfill it.” 

*Adapted from Through the Bible, Through the Year by 

John Stott, pg. 347 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Riley Burks   October 7 

Dominic Figurelli  October 10 

Harrison Hutson   October 17 

Emma Caldwell   October 18 

Chloe Millraney   October 25 

 

https://www.remind.com/join/ewyg
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GREETERS 

October 30 

Rudy and Rhonda 

Peoples 
 

November 6 

Bob and Janice  

Perry 

KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Mildred Byars: planned to return home Thursday; 1401 Hwy 

641, Apt. 4D / Paris  

Mabel Tidwell: moving to Harmony Hills Assisted Living in 

Hurntingdon; 100 Jerry F. Atkins Lane, Huntingon, TN 38344 

Phone: (731) 418-5635.  

Dan Priggy: (friend of  Rayburn and Rebecca Thomason) taken 

off life support. 

Joe Turberville: (friend of the Sawyers family) renal failure; 

Union City Hospital 

Ben Scarbrough: (Jason and Britannie’s son) Prayers for he and 

the family as he graduated basic training / AIT. He now will go 

to Airborne training.  Jason, Britannie, Jenna Scarbrough  440 

Buchanan Road / Buchanan TN 38222 

Ken Russell:  Paris Health Care Room 124; 220 Owenwood 

Place / Paris  

Mike Bryson: home; 85 Guthrie Road / Paris 

Melvin Arnold: home; 390 Clifty Creek Road  / Paris 

Micah Hart: (Wayne and Patty Hart’s grandson) leukemia. 

Hospital stays in Little Rock, last week. Jason and Jennifer Hart, 

parents; 121 Approach Drive / Harrison, Arkansas 72601 

 

THANK YOU 

Your acts of love for me and my family have been overwhelming. The 

acts of kindness the last few months during Virgil’s illness have only 

been exceeded by your support for our family at his death. Every 

prayer offered on our behalf as well as visits, calls, cards, flowers and 

food provided have been  blessing to us. We ask that you continue to 

remember us in prayer and to stay faithful to God’s Word which my 

husband taught so diligently and loved so much. Dana and all the Hale 

family. 

 

Thanks to all my wonderful church family for all the calls and beautiful 

cards. Since my “fall” I have been in a lot of pain, but I’m doing better. 

May God bless all of you. I love you very much. Sue Orawczyk 

 

The Elders would like to thank the Bob Carrington family for donating 

a wheel chair for use at East Wood. There thoughtfulness is much 

appreciated. 

 

WE REJOICE 

We rejoice with Zora Adams as she put Christ on in baptism last 

Sunday; 191 Woodland Acres Road / Paris  

 

SYMPATHY 

We would like to express our sympathy to Monica Parker’s family. 

This is Nichole Figurelli’s Aunt that passed away this past Sunday.  

 

Save The Date! Lee Barton and Larissa Morningstar will be married at 

East Wood St. Church of Christ, Paris, TN, on March 25, 2017. 

OUR ATTITUDE 
Sunday AM Bible Study………….248 

Sunday AM Worship……………..298 

Sunday PM Worship……………...210 

Wednesday PM Bible Study……...200 

This week’s contribution………...$9082 

Weekly Budget…………………..$8472 

  
SUNDAY A.M. 

Announcements 

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Closing Prayer 

  

Lord's Supper

 Presiding 

  

 East Side 

  

  

  

  

 West Side 

  

  

  

 Nursery 

  

 Balcony 

  

  

  

 Alternates 

  

  

 

 Overhead Projector 

 

SUNDAY P.M. 

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Lord’s Supper 

Closing Prayer 

WEDNESDAY 

Song Leader 

Invitation 

Closing Prayer 

 

OCTOBER             23 

Charlie Neal 

Michael Williams 

Jon Davidson 

Charlie Morton 

Steve Delaney 

 

 

Mike McDaniel 

 

Rudy Peoples 

Bob Perry 

Bobby Barton 

Mark Brown 

 

Jerry Olive 

Blake Morton 

Jeff Figurelli 

 

Billy Bucy, Sr. 

 

Edwin Carrington 

Clay Durham 

Dominic Figurelli 

 

Steve Durham 

David Belisle 

Randell Foster 

 

Aaron Hutson 

 

OCTOBER             23 

Young Men’s Service 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER             26 

Gordon Sawyers 

Corey Sawyers 

Dan Patterson 

FUTURE WORSHIP LEADERS 
If unable to serve, please contact Lance Winders @ 336-2421. 

The Elders request that those leading in worship please wear 

appropriate clothing. We also ask that those reading scripture & 

preaching, please read from the KJV or the NKJV of the Bible. 

Your understanding is deeply appreciated. 

FOOD PANTRY  
Spam, canned ham, Spaghetti (sauce & noodles), Ravioli, chili, beef stew, 

crackers, peanut butter & jelly     {Please place in the pantry pig} 

 

OCTOBER             30 

Charlie Neal 

Adam Currence 

Max Henry 

Zach Golson 

Bill DeWees 

 

 

Jerry Peale 

 

Patrick Peal 

Alan Shaffer 

Daniel Williams 

Adam Killion 

 

Wes Knee 

Troy Buttrey 

Charles Clark 

 

Ned Morris 

 

Gordon Sawyers 

Caleb Griffin 

Micah Sutton 

 

Clint Sutton 

Joe Millraney 

Jimmy Wynn 

 

Donald Drinkard 

 

OCTOBER             30 

Adam Currence 

Rick Moody 

Philip Davidson 

Levi Dodd 

Jerry Riggs 

NOVEMBER _____2            

Michael Williams 

Lance Winders 

Rayburn Thomason 

BIBLE TRIVIA 
Last Week’s Trivia Answered:  Jacob (Genesis 32:26) 

WHO SAID THAT? “Let the day perish wherein I was born, and the 

night in which it was said, There is a man child conceived. 
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Return Service Requested 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FIA Team 4: will meet Monday, 24th at 6:00 P.M. at the home  

of  Dan and Ann Patterson for soup and sandwiches. 780 Hico 

Road / Puryear TN 38251 

 

Contributions: Today any contributions over budget will go to 

the Latin American Mission. 

  

Young Men’s Service: Tonight for evening service. 

 

Deacons Meeting: after P.M. service .  

 

Mighty Oaks: Friday, October 28th will be going to the 

Sirloin Stockade in Murray. Please be ready to leave the church 

building at 4:30 . Sign-up sheet on the family committee board 

across from FIA board. 

 

Denny Petrillo “How We Got the Bible” Seminar: The 

seminar will cover four one-hour sessions. Here is the 

schedule: 

Session 1 - Saturday, October 29, 2016, 7:00 p.m. 

Session 2 - Sunday, October 30, 2016, 9:30 a.m. (Bible class) 

Session 3 - Sunday, October 30, 2016, 4:30 p.m. (a 30 minute 

break will follow) 

Session 4 - Sunday, October 30, 2016, 6:00 p.m. 

(No fellowship meal to follow) 

 

Trunk or Treat: after evening service on October 30th. 

(Please no costumes during Service) 

 

Coat Give-A-Way: November 5th from 9-11 A.M.  Please 

bring your gently used or new coats, placing them in the 

library. Gloves are welcome. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 November 6:     Morningside Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

November 13:           HC Health Care Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

November 20:         Youth Devotionals 

                                 Eiffel Gardens Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

November 24,25:    OFFICE CLOSED Thanksgiving 

November 27:         Deacon’s Meeting after P.M. service 

November 30:         5th Wednesday Night Singing 

December 4:            Morningside singing 

December 11:          HC Health Care singing 

December 18:          Youth Devotional 3-6th gr. @      

           S.Claxton 

                                  Youth Devotional 7-12th gr. P.M. 

December 19:           Life Line Screening                

December 26:          OFFICE CLOSED Christmas 

ELDER’S CORNER 
 
 

REMINDER: The elders welcome all newcomers.  If 

you would like to be identified as a member here or if you 

have not had the opportunity to meet the eldership, the 

elders would like to meet with you briefly to introduce 

ourselves and to explain our position on certain issues and 

matters of doctrine. 

THE LADIES’ CORNER: 
 

BE A GREETER 
 

Edited from an article by Kathy Pollard 

 
You definitely have an effect on the Lord’s church. How the 

church is seen in your community depends on what you do or don’t 

do every time you meet with the saints. One easy way to make sure 

you’re doing your part to make the church warm and loving is to be a 

greeter. Smile and speak to all who come. Have you ever visited a 

congregation and left shaking your head because no one spoke to 

you? That should never be said of the Lord’s church (Rom. 16:16; 

Matt. 5:47). “Greet” appears 59x in the New Testament. It means “to 

welcome” and also means “to respect; to be happy about; to 

embrace.” What an impact we could make if we greeted 

EVERYONE who comes into the assemblies in that way, visitors 

and members alike! 

Suggestions for the week: 1.Go through the church directory 

and see if there are some names you’re not as familiar with. Jot them 

down and make a point to have a real conversation with them the 

next time you see them. 2. Don’t spend all of your “fellowshipping 

time” with your familiar friends. Step out of your comfort zone and 

use that time instead to grow in your relationships with others. Look 

for those who might be overlooked or neglected. 3. Spend time in the 

foyer before and after worship looking for visitors. Greet them 

warmly. 4. Encourage your children to be greeters, especially 

towards senior citizens. 5. Make a point to speak kindly (sincerely) 

to those who are prickly. Who knows? You may be the one who 

softens them up. 6. Create a culture of warmth by asking a different 

person each week to join you in greeting others. 


