
QUESTIONING JONAH 
 

By Corey Sawyers 

 

There are some great evangelism lessons taught in the book of Jonah. One way to 

notice them is to evaluate the questions asked in the book and ask them of ourselves. 

First, "Why are you sleeping?" (1:7). For the Book of Jonah, they were in the middle 

of a physical crisis in the storm at sea. For us, we are in the middle of a spiritual crisis! 

Looking around we see a lack of spiritual concern everywhere and more people on the 

planet than there has ever been. Now is not the time to slumber. Now is the time to wake up 

and get to work! 

Second, "What is your occupation?" (1:8). For Jonah, they could not figure out that 

he was a prophet because he was not prophesying. Can people tell we are Christians or do 

they have to ask? If we are not living it, telling it, and inviting them will they ever know? 

 

Third, "How could you do this?" (1:10). For Jonah, he had put the ones around him 

in grave danger by not obeying the Lord. If we do not obey the Lord's commission to teach 

the Gospel we are putting the souls around us in eternal danger! 

Fourth, "Do you have good reason to be angry?" (4:4). For Jonah, he was angry that 

the Lord was willing to "relent" from punishing Jonah's enemies when they repented. What 

about us? Are we guilty of not wanting to spread the Gospel to people who look different, 

talk different, smell different, or come from different religious backgrounds? Are we soil 

testers or seed sowers? 

Fifth, "Should I not have compassion?" (4:11). God asked Jonah this, pointing out 

His willingness to forgive even the pagan enemies of Jonah's people. God is still wanting 

and willing to forgive all who would believe and obey Him. 

We must be looking for opportunities to share the love of God and the Good News of 

His Son to all! We must understand that God wants all to be saved and make that our 

primary focus as well! Jonah ran away from God and evangelism. When Jonah did get 

involved in the work God called him to do, he wanted it to be his own way and not God's 

way. We must not run from the job of evangelism! There is too much at stake - Our souls 

and the souls of those yet to hear the Gospel! 
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SCHEDULE OF 

SERVICES 
 

Sunday AM Bible Study-9:30am  

Worship-10:30am 

Sunday PM Worship-6:00pm 

Wednesday PM Bible Study-7:00pm 

 

For Transportation Call:  

642-7751 & leave message 

 

www.ewcoc.com 

www.eastwood-coc.org 

E-mail us at:  

eastwdco@bellsouth.net 

 

Live Radio Broadcast-10:30am 

AM 1000, 97.5 FM 
 

Charter–Channel 195 

HEAR THE GOSPEL ON CABLE 

TV AND SATELLITE EACH 

SUNDAY 
 

Charter Cable: 
 
6:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way-

 Channel 15 

6:30am Fabric of  Family- 

 Channel 16 

7:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way- 

 Channel 13 

7:30am Preaching the Gospel- 

 Channel 13 

8:00am Good News Today- 

 Channel 13 
 
Dish TV & Direct TV-Channel 30: 
 
7:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way 

7:30am Preaching the Gospel 

8:00am Good News Today 

     Sermon Topics: 

   

 NOV. 27:  AM - Walk This Way: Protectively (Eph. 6:10-20) 

   PM - Adam Currence preaching  

 DEC. 4:  AM - THEME: John the Baptist - Stood for Jesus 

   PM - I Want To Go Home (Rev. 2-3) 

    THEME FOR 2016: A FAITH THAT STANDS   
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The Faith of a Blind Man 

Adam Currence 

46 Then they came to Jericho. And as He was leaving Jericho with 

His disciples and a large crowd, a blind beggar named Bartimaeus, 

the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the road. 47 When he heard that it 

was Jesus the Nazarene, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of 

David, have mercy on me!” 48 Many were sternly telling him to be 

quiet, but he kept crying out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy 

on me!” 49 And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him here.” So they 

*called the blind man, saying to him, “Take courage, stand up! He is 

calling for you.” 50 Throwing aside his cloak, he jumped up and 

came to Jesus. 51 And answering him, Jesus said, “What do you want 

Me to do for you?” And the blind man said to Him, “Rabboni, I want 

to regain my sight!” 52 And Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has 

made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and began 

following Him on the road. (Mark 10:46-52, NASB) 

This is the last recorded healing of Jesus on his way to Jerusalem. 

Think about that for just a moment: while traveling on a path that 

lead to pain, suffering, and execution, Jesus thought about others. I 

simply want to take some time to examine the details Mark provides 

about “Blind Bartimaeus” that give us insight into the state of his 

faith. 

Notice the faith of Bartimaeus. 

 Called him son of David (v.47). “Son of David” was a way of 

addressing Jesus as the Messiah, since it was known that the 

Messiah would be in the lineage of David (Isa. 9:7). Bartimaeus, 

though blind, recognized who Jesus was. How many people 

today are “blind” even though they can see clearly! “Blind 

Bartimaeus” saw more than most. 

 Wouldn’t stop calling out…persistent (v.48). Many nearby, 

probably including some disciples following Jesus, were urging 

Bartimaeus to shut up, but he continued to cry out to Jesus. 

There’s a lesson there on both sides. First: Is it possible that as a 

person of faith, I have tried to quench others who were seeking 

Jesus? Second: Don’t let negative influences keep you from 

pursuing the king of kings. Sometimes those negative influences 

may even be followers of Jesus! (Note: Luke’s gospel tells a 

story of persistent widow – Luke 18:1-8. Check it out!) 

 He acknowledged that Jesus could offer mercy (v.47, 48). 

Twice this blind man called upon Jesus as the “Son of David” 

and begged for mercy. He knew that Jesus was the source of 

mercy. He also knew that he was in need of salvation. He knew 

that it was Jesus and only Jesus who could forgive his sins (1 

John 1:9). Again we see that this “blind man” could see spiritual 

realities very clearly! 

 He jumped up and ran to Jesus…even though he was blind 

(v.50). What display of faith and courage! We shuffle around in 

the dark because we can’t see where we’re going. Bartimaeus 

didn’t care! He wasn’t going to let anything keep him from 

running to Jesus. It seems that Christianity gets watered down 

too often. We’ll come to Jesus when everything is going just 

right or when its convenient. But if we’re asked to go on a 

mission trip to an unfamiliar place, or encouraged to serve in new 

ways, or invited to give more freely of our means, we tighten up. 

Don’t let ANYTHING keep you from doing what’s right! 

STATE OF THE YOUTH 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Progressive Dinner and Gift Exchange: December 16 @ 

4:30 P.M.  We will make 3 stops (Appetizers, Main Course, and 

Desserts) at 3 different host homes (TBD). We'll have our Devo 

at the 2nd home and do our white elephant gift exchange on the 

3rd home. About gifts: There is always controversy over what 

kind of gifts we should bring. You have 2 choices: either 1) Bring 

a nice/cool/neat gift or 2) bring a "gag" gift but provide a gift card 

or something nice to go along with it. That way EVERYONE 

goes home with something. A good rule of thumb for your gift: 

ask yourself, "would someone want to trade for this item?" Keep 

your gifts to around 20 bucks.  Don't forget to wear your tacky 

Christmas sweaters! 

Evangelism University: January 13-17th. Please let Adam 

know by December 14th. Cost is $40.00. 

*Events will be updated in the Bulletin as needed.  

 To join the Remind 101 EWYG Group for text updates: 

1. https://www.remind.com/join/ewyg --- go to this link and 

follow the instructions. 

2. text "@ewyg" to the number 81010. You should receive a 

welcome text from remind. If not, you did something wrong. 

This is a simple and easy way to communicate with parents and 

teens.  

 He was convinced that Jesus could heal him (v.51). I hope 

Christians really believe that Jesus is the great physician (Matt. 

9:12). We often proclaim this in our singing and sermons on 

Sunday, but Monday-Saturday we’ll turn to anything else to 

quench the desires of the soul: addictions, money, substances, 

hobbies, our work….the list goes on and on. None of those 

things will satisfy the soul. Let’s have the faith of Bartimaeus. 

 He immediately followed Jesus down the road (v.52). This 

man didn’t waste a single moment in following Jesus. We may 

look at him and say, “how easy it must have been since he didn’t 

have anything to leave behind in the first place!” Perhaps you’re 

right. But perhaps you’re wrong. This man was an outcast of 

society. Most jobs being hard labor or using your hands, this 

man had never been able to work. He’d never traveled. 

Truthfully, he’d never done much. Yet here he was ready to 

follow Jesus into dark Jerusalem. Don’t tell me it doesn’t take 

faith to follow wherever God leads! 

I’m convinced we’ve got a lot of Christians who can see the world 

clearly but are blind to spiritual realities (myself include). Let’s learn 

from the faith of Blind Bartimaeus! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Silas Winders  November 1st 

James Wilson  November 19th 

Lauren Dodd  November 21st 

Titus Winders   November 23rd 

Charles Atkins   November 26th 

https://www.remind.com/join/ewyg
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GREETERS 

 

December 4 

Jerry and Jen 

Scarbrough 
 

December 11 

Janice Story 

Mary Lynn Summers 

KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 

Dot Myatt: hip problems. Will get MRI results November 

28th; 1735 Alman Cemetery Road / Paris TN 38242 

Katha Caldwell: requests prayers; 316 East Wood Street / 

Paris 

 Paul Atkins: improving at Jackson-Madison County 

Hospital Room 704, with a staph infection; 129 Dogwood 

Hills Dr. / Paris  

Pansy Henry: eye surgery this past Wednesday at St. 

Thomas in Nashville; 135 Max Drive / Paris  

Joe Griffith: has CT Myelogram scheduled; 5644 East 

Antioch Road / Springville TN 38256 

Juanita Freeland: fighting infections; 150 Logan Road / 

Paris  

Wilma Brown: St. Thomas Midtown Hospital in Nashville 

room 5100. Surgery this past Wednesday; 412 N. 

Willowbrook Drive / Paris  

Martha Shobe: Visits should be brief. Paris Health Care 

Room 106; 31 Lancelot Ln. / Paris  

Carla Currence: (mother of Adam Currence) 

chemotherapy and radiation treatments; 210 Browning 

Street / Monticello, AR 71655 

Ken Russell:  Moved to new facility for a short period; 

220 Owenwood Place / Paris  

Melvin Arnold: 390 Clifty Creek Road / Paris 

Micah Hart: (Wayne and Patty Hart’s grandson) leukemia. 

Jason and Jennifer Hart, parents; 121 Approach Drive / 

Harrison, Arkansas 72601 

 

THANK YOU 

Thanks to Micah Sutton, Corey Sawyers, Jerry Scarbrough 

and Buddy Goad for the work together to build a ramp for 

Mary Murray.  Max Henry 

 

SYMPATHY 

We extend expressions of sorrow to the family of Dorothy 

McClung at her passing November 20th.  Ms. Dorothy was 

a long standing member at East Wood church of Christ.  

OUR ATTITUDE 
 

Sunday AM Bible Study………….240 

Sunday AM Worship……………..298 

Sunday PM Worship……………...303 

Wednesday PM Bible Study……...210 

This week’s contribution………...$8349 

Weekly Budget…………………..$8472 

  
SUNDAY A.M. 

Announcements 

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Closing Prayer 

  

Lord's Supper

 Presiding 

  

 East Side 

  

  

  

  

 West Side 

  

  

  

 Nursery 

  

 Balcony 

  

  

  

 Alternates 

  

  

 

 Overhead Projector 

 

SUNDAY P.M. 

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Lord’s Supper 

Closing Prayer 

WEDNESDAY 

Song Leader 

Invitation 

Closing Prayer 

 

NOVEMBER         27         

Michael Williams 

Adam Currence 

Jerry Scarbrough 

Harrison Hutson 

Bill DeWees 

 

 

Brian Foster 

 

Randell Foster 

Craig Brown 

Lavelle Davidson 

Jeff Figurelli 

 

Nathan Foster 

Mark Brown 

Jon Davidson 

 

Bobby Sadler 

 

Steve Durham 

Clay Durham 

Dominic Figurelli 

 

Reed Shepherd 

Caleb Griffin 

Wes Knee 

 

David Belisle 

 

NOVEMBER        27 

Michael Williams 

Max Henry 

Titus Winders 

Patrick Peale 

Zach Golson 

NOVEMBER         30 

Bill DeWees 

Corey Sawyers 

Jerry Riggs 

FUTURE WORSHIP LEADERS 

If unable to serve, please contact Lance Winders @ 336-2421.  

Participants in the A.M. service are asked to please meet 

in the library following the second bell. 

FOOD PANTRY  
Canned soup, Spaghetti sauce/pasta, Cereal, Canned ham & tuna,  

Beef stew, Pop tarts, Dry beans      {Please place in the pantry pig} 

 

DECEMBER     4 

Steve Delaney 

Philip Davidson 

Adam Killion 

Donald Drinkard 

Charlie Neal 

 

 

Lance Winders 

 

Titus Winders 

Aaron Hutson 

Garrett Sawyers 

Gordon Sawyers 

 

Silas Winders 

Aaron Hutson 

Edwin Carrington 

 

Fred Grosbeier 

 

Blake Morton 

Charlie Morton 

Zach Golson 

 

Rayburn Thomason 

Jason Smith 

Jerry Shobe 

 

David Belisle 

 

DECEMBER     4 

Zach Golson 

Stan Wilson 

Daniel Williams 

Troy Buttrey 

William Bucy 

DECEMBER     7 

Nathan Foster 

Philip Davidson 

Phillip Brown 

BIBLE TRIVIA 
Last Week’s Trivia Answered:  Nebuchadnezzar  (Daniel 4:5) 

  WHO SAID THAT?        

 “Let there be fair young virgins sought for the king.”  
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Return Service Requested 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FIA Team 4: will meet Monday, 5:30 p.m. at Corey and 

Melody Sawyers’ home for finger foods; 5320  69 South / 

Paris  

 

Deacon’s Meeting: Today, after P.M. service 

 

College Care Boxes: requested to be picked up by 

parents of students who will be home this week. If they 

will not be home, please let Adam know and he will mail 

them to the students.  

Deacons:  please turn in proposed 2017 committee 

budgets by December 4th.  

 

Dorcas Girls: Thursday, December 1 at 6:30—8:30 P.M. 

Candy is needed to decorate Ginger Bread Houses.  

 

Mighty Oaks: Friday, December 2nd will meet at the 

building to leave at 4:20 P.M.  They will eat at “Southern 

Red’s” Restaurant in Pilot Oak, Kentucky.  

Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board across from the FIA 

board. 

 

Host Devo’s for 2017: sign-up sheet on the Teen Bulletin 

Board! 

 

East Wood recently received a $10,000 donation for our 

scholarship fund.  This fund is used to assist our members 

in attending a Christian university.  We appreciate those 

who have contributed to this fund. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

November 30:         5th Wednesday Night Singing 

December 1:            Dorcas,Ginger Bread Houses @ 6:30-

8:30 P.M. 

December 4:            Morningside Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

                                 Committee budgets for 2017 due 

December 11:          HC Health Care Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

December 16:          Joyland Christmas Program @11:00 A.M. 

         Youth Annual Progressive Dinner & Gift    

                     Exchange @ 4:30 P.M. 

December 18:          Youth Devotional 3-6th gr. @ S.Claxton 

                                  Youth Devotional 7-12th gr.@ Belisle 

                      Eiffel Garden Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

ELDER’S CORNER 
 

REMINDER: The elders welcome all newcomers.  If you 

would like to be identified as a member here or if you have not 

had the opportunity to meet the eldership, the elders would like 

to meet with you briefly to introduce ourselves and to explain 

our position on certain issues and matters of doctrine. 

THE LADIES’ CORNER: 

KEEP THINGS IN PERSPECTIVE 

Edited from an article by Kathy Pollard 

How are you at keeping things in perspective? It’s 

easier to see when someone else has trouble because they’re 

approaching something from the wrong point of view. We might 

think, “If only they would change their attitude concerning 

_____.” It’s more difficult to recognize in our own life. 

Thankfully the Bible is our mirror (James 1:23).  We can look 

into it and see if we need to make any changes. What causes you 

to worry? Do you have unresolved issues with someone? Do you 

wonder what you’re supposed to do with your life? Do you feel 

like you’re not good enough, your past is insurmountable, or 

Christianity is too hard? 

Satan wants you to struggle and doubt.  He wants to 

discourage you from ever “getting it right.”  These types of 

questions can be more easily resolved when approached from a 

biblical perspective.  When we keep our focus where it belongs, 

the predicaments of life don’t loom as large. “Therefore, if you 

have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things 

above…Set your mind on the things above, not on the things 

that are on earth” (Col. 3:1-2). 

Suggestions for the Week: 1. Study verses that have to 

do with spiritual priorities: Luke 12:22-34; Col. 1:10; Matt. 6:19

-24, 33; 22:37, 38; Luke 10:38-42; Rom. 12:2; Phil. 3:13,14; 2 

Tim. 2:22. 2. List your concerns and pray about them. Ask God 

to help you keep things in their proper perspective. 3. Consider 

the quote, “Fear makes the wolf bigger than he is.” Have you 

allowed fear to control your decisions? How can you strengthen 

your faith to help you see things God’s way? 


