
THANKING GOD IN TROUBLE 
by Corey Sawyers 

In August of 2010, the Associated Press reported the story of 75-year-old Ron 

Sveden of Brewester, Mass., who was suffering from failing health, difficulty breathing, 

and aggravated coughing spells. Tests showed "an ominous dark spot" on his lung, which 

he concluded was probably cancer. Though Sveden himself feared the worst, his doctors 

told him that tests were inconclusive, and only exploratory surgery would prove definitive. 

Upon removal of the mass, lab work concluded it was nothing more than an aspirated pea 

which had sprouted in the dark, moist environment of his lung. Sveden was considerably 

relieved to know the inevitable doom he had projected would not come to pass. His trouble 

soon turned to giving thanks. So it is in our lives, and it was the case in the 28th Psalm 

written by David. The Psalm is about praying for help and thanking God when the prayer is 

answered. So, while he laments of his problems at the beginning, the psalmist praises God 

for His aid. He worships the Lord while in his need and he receives God’s help. The key to 

the Psalm is in v. 6 - God hears and answers our prayers! 

A Prayer of Trouble (1-5). In verses one through two, he prays, “Please Help!” He 

calls the Lord his Rock and asks him to not be deaf to him. Specifically, he asks the Lord to 

defeat the wicked! Many speculate this is during the time that Absalom and his armies are 

hunting down David (though this cannot be proven). He prays for the Lord to avenge based 

on the deeds of their hands; to repay them what they deserved. Notice the wicked may not 

regard the works of the Lord and the feats of His hand, but He will recompense them for 

their deeds (vv. 4-5). 

A Prayer of Thanksgiving (6-9). There are four specific blessings from God for 

which David offers his gratitude. All of these are linked to his prayer of verses one through 

five.  

Verse 6 - Thank you for hearing me. 

Verse 7 - Thank you for helping me. 

Verse 8 - Thank you for strengthening me. 

Verse 9 - Thank you for saving me. 

God may not always answer our prayers the way we want them to be. Things may 

not turn out the way we would want. However, knowing we have an all-powerful God who 

loves us enough to listen to us and provide for us should give us great strength. Counting 

our blessings helps us appreciate all He does for us and all He is. Notice what he calls the 

Lord in this Psalm: Rock, Strength, Shield, Saving Defense, Shepherd. That is why with his 

“voice” he speaks these prayers out loud. He is not just thinking them. He is offering them 

to the One who hears and protects. 
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

Sunday AM Bible Study-9:30am  

Worship-10:30am 

Sunday PM Worship-6:00pm 

Wednesday PM Bible Study-7:00pm 
 

For Transportation Call:  

642-7751 & leave message 
 

www.ewcofc.com 

www.eastwood-coc.org 

E-mail us at:  

eastwdco@bellsouth.net 
 

Live Radio Broadcast-10:30am 

AM 1000, 97.5 FM 
 

Charter–Channel 195 

Sunday @ 9:00am 
 

Daily Mini-sermon email: 

eastwoodpreacher@icloud.com 

HEAR THE GOSPEL ON CABLE 

TV AND SATELLITE EACH 

SUNDAY 
 

Charter Cable: 
 
6:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way-

 Channel 15 

6:30am Fabric of  Family- 

 Channel 16 

7:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way- 

 Channel 13 

7:30am Preaching the Gospel- 

 Channel 13 

8:00am Good News Today- 

 Channel 13 
 

WBBJ-TV/CBS-Charter Channel 708 

7:00am  A Bible Answer 
 

Dish TV & Direct TV-Channel 30: 
 
7:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way 

7:30am Preaching the Gospel 

8:00am Good News Today 

   

 

 

AM - Can You Hear Me Now? 

    

 

 

 
 

PM - Lukewarm 
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STATE OF THE YOUTH 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

Silas Winders                    Nov. 1 

Lauren Dodd          Nov. 21 

Titus Winders         Nov. 23 
 

 

LIGHT HAS DAWNED 

By Ethan Schulte 

 

At the far ends of our world, both to the north and the 

south, there occurs a great phenomenon commonly referred to as 

the Northern Lights. These lights can manifest in several 

different colors, such as red, yellow, blue, violet, green, and pink, 

and also in several different forms, such as patches, clouds, 

shooting rays, streamers, arcs, or perhaps most famously as 

rippling curtains. The lights can best be seen, if you do not want 

to travel to Antarctica, in the northwestern regions of Canada and 

Alaska, with peak periods occurring every 11 years. How are 

these incredible light shows created? Due to the rotation of the 

sun and its high temperature, the gaseous collisions that occur on 

its surface shoot charged particles (protons and electrons) toward 

the Earth, carried along by the solar wind. The magnetic field 

that surrounds most of the Earth deflects a large portion of these 

particles, but there are weak points at the magnetic north and 

south poles. At these points, the particles are free to collide with 

the gases in the Earth’s atmosphere, primarily oxygen and 

nitrogen. These collisions are what produce the fantastic lights, 

oxygen producing the yellows and greens, nitrogen producing the 

blues and purples.  

These lights are known as “Aurora Borealis,” meaning 

“dawn of the north,” and “Aurora Australis,” meaning “dawn of 

the south,” named after the Roman goddess of the dawn, Aurora.  

However, Scripture gives us a more accurate picture of who 

brings the new dawn; of who shines as a light even more 

spectacular than the Aurora Borealis. In Matthew’s gospel, he 

quotes a prophecy spoken by Isaiah, which reads, “The land of 

Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the way of the sea, beyond 

the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in 

darkness have seen a great light, And upon those who sat in the 

region and shadow of death, Light has dawned,” (Isaiah 9:1-2, 

Matthew 4:15-16). Matthew quotes this prophecy in the context 

of Jesus beginning to preach in Capernaum, on the northwestern 

shore of the Sea of Galilee.  

Since Adam and Eve first sinned in the garden, sin, 

death, and darkness had ruled the earth (Romans 5:12). There 

were small glimpses of divine light: the burning bush (Exodus 3), 

the pillar of fire (Exodus 13), Ezekiel’s vision (Ezekiel 1), and so 

on, but the darkness of disobedience and ignorance still held 

humanity captive. That is until, as Matthew clearly points out, 

Jesus of Nazareth stepped forth and began to proclaim a new 

message: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand,” (Matthew 4:17). It was not on the heels of the chariot of 

Aurora that the dawn had finally come to replace the centuries of 

darkness, but it was in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 

Aurora Borealis may be the lights of the north, and they are 

undoubtedly magnificent, but Jesus Christ is the light of the 

whole world (John 8:12), who shines not in reds and greens, but 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Dorcas Class: will meet Monday, November 27 (the 4th 

Monday) from 7:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M., to make 

gingerbread houses. Be on the lookout for candy to 

decorate them with. 

 

 

Nathan Bedford Forrest Retreat: December 1-3 for the 

7th-12th grades. Sign-up on theYouth Bulletin Board. 

Will leave the building at 4:00 p.m. Friday. 

 

 

Progressive Dinner: Saturday, December 16. Details to 

come later. 

 

 

Youth Devotionals:  

3-6 grade after A.M. Service 

7-12 grade after P.M. Service 

Guys Bring Drinks, Girls Bring Desserts.  

Pick-up time for 3-6th gr. usually from 1:30—2:00 P.M. 

 

                     3-6 Grades         7-12 Grades 
November 19:  C. & M. Sawyers    C. & M. Sawyers 

December 17:   S. Claxton 

 

 

*Events will be updated in the Bulletin as needed.  

in mercy, forgiveness, and love. As we consider the wonder of 

the Northern Lights that fills our eyes, let us remember the 

greatest wonder of the Light of the World that should fill our 

hearts.  
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GREETER 
 

November 12 

Mike and Candy 

McDaniel 
 

Novemeber 19 

Barbara McDavid 

Garrett Sawyers 

KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Ann Patterson: test’s showed no blockages; 2807 Lone Oak / Paris  

 

Virginia Collins: continues to have pneumonia due to antibiotics 

not working well; Morningside 350 Volunteer Drive 

Rm. 111 / Paris  

 

Carolyn McNutt: saw Rheumatologist this past Wednesday; 206 

Nance Circle / Paris  

 

Dot Myatt: home, no visits. Prayers coveted; 1735 Alman 

Cemetery Rd / Paris  

 

Joe Elkins: Continue prayers; 506 Country Club Drive / Puryear  

38251 

 

Lottie Smith: slowly improving after her fall; 219 Ellis Drive / 

Paris 

 

Melvin Arnold: home; 390 Clifty Creek Road / Paris  

 

Frank and Ruth Parker: please keep in your prayers; 1114 

Chickasaw / Paris  

 

Windy Summers: (Mary Lynn Summers daughter-in-law) heart 

surgery on Monday @ St. Thomas; 410 Three Jeans Drive Paris 

 

Joyce Needham: (Nichole Figurelli’s mother)had surgery this past 

Monday and is doing well; 8455 Sunshine Road / Henderson TN 

38340 

 

Garry Smith: (son of Lottie Smith) room 3504 Select Specialty 

Hospital St. Thomas / Nashville, TN 37203; Garry & Barbara 

Smith, 140 Edmonds Drive /Paris 

 

THANK YOU 

Thanks for the birthday wishes! I appreciate them. Love Sara 

Champine 

 

Ladies of East Wood church of Christ, thank you for the sweet baby 

blanket for the newest member of our family. We look forward to 

wrapping Riggs up in it this fall & winter. We appreciate you 

thinking of us. Robert, Abby, Everett, Crosby and Riggs Martin. 

 

I would like to thank everyone again for all the cards, calls, visits, 

food, gifts and especially your prayers. I am improving slowly. In 

Christian Love, Sue Perry 

 

SYMPATHY 

We extend our sympathy to the family of “Coach” James M. 

Counce, Sr.  His services were held October 31, 2017 at the West 

Dyersburg church of Christ. 

OUR ATTITUDE 
 

Sunday AM Bible Study………….233 

Sunday AM Worship……………..305 

Sunday PM Worship……………...235 

Wednesday PM Bible Study……...222 

This week’s contribution………..$8098 

Weekly Budget…………………..$8472 

  
SUNDAY A.M. 

Announcements 

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Closing Prayer 

  

Lord's Supper

 Presiding 

  

 East Side 

  

  

  

  

 West Side 

  

  

  

 Nursery 

  

 Balcony 

  

  

  

 Alternates 

  

  

 

 Overhead Projector 

 

SUNDAY P.M. 

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Lord’s Supper 

Closing Prayer 

WEDNESDAY 

Song Leader 

Invitation 

Closing Prayer 

 

NOVEMBER         5 

Michael Williams 

Adam Currence 

Ethan Schulte 

Charlie Morton 

Charlie Neal 

 

 

Don Cate 

 

Gordon Sawyers 

Bobby Sadler 

Jerry Olive 

Edwin Carrington 

 

Mark Brown 

Bobby Barton 

Mike McDaniel 

 

Billy Bucy 

 

Jeff Figurelli 

Hayden Figurelli 

Zach Golson 

 

Adam Killion 

Jerry Shobe 

Fred Grosbeier 

 

David Belisle 

 

NOVEMBER          5 

Adam Currence 

Brian Foster 

Garrett Sawyers 

Kelly Burke 

Jerry Scarbrough 

NOVEMBER          8                  

Bill DeWees 

Adam Currence 

Herman Jackson 

FUTURE WORSHIP LEADERS 

If unable to serve, please contact Lance Winders @ 336-2421.  

Participants in the A.M. service are asked to please meet 

in the library following the second bell. 

FOOD PANTRY  
Tuna, Spam, Beef stew, Peanut butter, Jelly (small jars),  

cereal, Vienna Sausages 

 

NOVEMBER        12 

Michael Williams 
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Stan Wilson 

Michael Williams 

 

 

Mark Brown 

 

Steve Blount 

Alan Shaffer 

Jerry Peale 

Max Henry 

 

Craig Brown 

Reed Shepherd 

John McDavid 

 

Jimmy Wynn 

 

Joe Millraney 

Rick Moody 

Aaron Hutson 
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Bob Perry 

Silas Winders 

 

Caleb Griffin 

 

NOVEMBER        12 

Daniel Williams 

Troy Buttrey 

Jason Smith 

Patrick Peale 

Rayburn Thomason 

NOVEMBER         15                  

Titus Winders 

Phillip Brown 

Lance Winders 

BIBLE TRIVIA 
Last Week’s Trivia Answered:  Job (1:21) 

Who Said That?      “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked 

shall I return thither. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed 

be the name of the Lord.” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

FIA Team 2: will meet at the home of Charlie and Jan Neal for 

finger foods after evening service; 290 Nikki Lane / Paris  

 

Morningside Singing : today @ 2:00 P.M. 

 

Clay and LaChon Riley would like to extend a special invitation to 

our East Wood family to come and be a part of Freed-Hardeman 

University’s Homecoming as Josh Riley will be inducted into the 

hall of fame - FHU campus Saturday, November 11, at 7:15 P.M. It 

will be held at the Brown-Kopel Building in the Ayers Auditorium 

 

On Sunday, November 12, Jason Jackson will be visiting East 

Wood.  Jason is interested in the evangelist position we are 

attempting to fill.  As of now, we have another individual scheduled 

for November 26. The schedule for each Sunday is below.   We will 

be providing biographical information to you on each of these 

individuals, along with a form for you to make notes during their 

visit and provide feedback to the eldership once they have all 

visited.  The eldership encourages your participation in these 

sessions. 

  

9:30 AM – teach auditorium Bible class 

10:30 AM – preach at worship service 

5:00 PM – members question & answer session in small auditorium 

6:00 pm – preach at worship service 

 

New To The Library 

“God’s Just Destruction of the Canaanites” by Eric Lyons-DVD / 

Donated by Apologetics Press 

“God & Government” by Dave Miller, Ph.D. - paperback 

Donated by Apologetics Press 

“The Spiritual Sword” Vol. 49, October 2017,  No. 1 by Getwell 

church of Christ 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

         

November 12:  HC Healthcare @ 2:00 P.M. 

November 19:  Eiffel Garden Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

                        Devotional: 3rd-6th grade after A.M.    

              service @ C. & M.  Sawyers 

              Devotional: 7th-12th grade after P.M.            

   service @ C. & M. Sawyers 

November 23-24: Office Closed for Thanksgiving       

   Observance 

November 26:  Deacons Meeting after P.M. service in 

   Deacons Room 

November 27:  Dorcas Class 7:00 P.M.—8:30 P.M.  

   MPR. Bring candy to             

   decorate gingerbread houses. 

ELDER’S CORNER 

REMINDER: The elders welcome all newcomers.  If 

you would like to be identified as a member here or if you 

have not had the opportunity to meet the eldership, the 

elders would like to meet with you briefly to introduce 

ourselves and to explain our position on certain issues and 

matters of doctrine. 

THE LADIES’ CORNER: 

I’M IN A BAD MOOD 

by Laura Warnes 
As wives and moms, we have such an incredible job and a 

role in our families. We can set the tone for whether our families can 

learn to be content in all situations or if they learn to find fault and 

misery in every circumstance. You have heard the saying, “If Mama 

ain’t happy, then nobody is happy.” Please don’t let this be true in your 

home! Don’t allow yourself to allow frustrations or hormones set the 

tone for your mood. Let your home be a place where, when others are 

unhappy, Mama is the one who is there to bring joy back. I know we 

are all human, and we will never get it completely right, but our 

husband and our children should not be the ones on which we take out 

our frustrations. 

Let’s look at 1 Pet 3:1-4, “Wives, likewise, be submissive to 

your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, 

without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, when they 

observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear. Do not let your 

adornment be merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or 
putting on fine apparel—rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, 

with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very 

precious in the sight of God.” 

The Greek word translated “gentle” means “humble, meek, 

strength under control.” The same word was used to describe Jesus and 

Moses (also see Matt. 5:5, 11:29). The Greek word here for “quiet” 

means “immovable, still, peaceable, the ability to calm others and to 

keep calm.” We need to make our homes and places of worship free of 

turmoil and agitation; a safe-haven. When we do this, God finds us 

precious!  


