
LANCE BEN (SON OF) DENNY 

by Denny Petrillo 

"A wise son makes his father glad” (Proverbs 10:1). In most, if not in every culture, 

parents and children are inseparably linked. That could be good, or that could be bad. It all 

depends on the son. I'm thankful that I have a wise son (two, actually). Or, as this proverb 

states, having a wise son makes me "glad." This is an interesting word, meaning happy, 

thankful, pleased, delighted. It can even mean "relieved." Relieved? Yes, relieved. As a 

dad, you never know how your son is going to turn out. You do your best to bring him up 

right. Yet you know that sometimes, despite your best efforts, he can reject your 

upbringing. When he does, it brings a lot of pain and heartache. When he doesn't reject 

your upbringing, and ends up being a "wise son," it brings, well, relief! 

 

This is for all the sons out there. You need to consider the impact your choices make 

on your dad (and, in the second part of this verse, on your mother). 

 

Sons can make wise choices. A wise choice is one that considers carefully the 

teachings of God and applies them. In Proverbs, a wise son is not the same as a smart son. 

Sons can become well educated. They can earn many prestigious degrees and even receive 

lots of human recognition for their intellectual accomplishments. That, however, doesn't 

make them wise. What makes the father glad is when his son is wise (Proverbs 1:5; 2:6). 

 

Sons can make foolish choices. Solomon goes on to say "But a foolish son is a grief 

to his mother" (Proverbs 10:1). Poor mom. Her son ended up being a fool, and everybody 

knows it. That doesn't just impact him. It impacts her as well and causes her a lot of pain. 

As noted above, this son could have achieved some great things intellectually. He might be 

a renowned college professor or scientist. But if he has made foolish choices spiritually, 

none of the other accomplishments mean anything. A foolish son is one that "despises 

wisdom and instruction," part of which is that they do not have a fear of the Lord (Proverbs 

1:7). 

 

Good sons want to please their father. It is interesting in this proverb (cf. 23:15; 

27:11) that the son wants to please his father. This kind of thinking mirrors the thinking of 

Jesus who said "I always do the things that are pleasing to Him" (John 8:29). 

 

Bad sons do not care what their parents think. Their selfish, self-centered attitude 

manifests itself in their rebelliousness and foolishness. Perhaps the parents have tried to 

teach him to be wise, but he has abandoned their instruction (Proverbs 4:2). Solomon says 

that this kind of son brings grief to his mother (I suspect it does to dad, too). There should 

always be a concern for the parent's perspective (cf. 15:20; 17:21, 25; 19:26; 23:15-16, 24-

25; 27:11; 28:7; 29:3). 

So, sons. Do you have a glad father or a grieving mother? 
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STATE OF THE YOUTH 

 BIRTHDAYS 
 

Evie Figurelli    Dec. 2 

Gannon Sawyers  Dec. 11 

Jade Bucy    Dec. 18 

Noah Millraney  Dec. 29 
 

 

SEVEN WONDERS OF THE WORLD 

By Ethan Schulte 

 Congratulations! If you have been following the 

bulletin articles for the past several weeks, then you are 

now an expert on the seven natural wonders of the world. 

They are Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe, the Paricutin 

volcano of Mexico, Guanabara Bay of Brazil, the Great 

Barrier Reef of Australia, the Northern Lights, the Grand 

Canyon of Arizona, and Mount Everest of Nepal. 

Whether for their length, height, size, structure, speed of 

formation, or sheer unrivaled beauty, these are 

considered to be the most impressive natural made 

features of our planet.  

Which of these did Paul have in mind when he 

wrote to the Romans that God’s eternal power and divine 

nature could be clearly seen in the world around them? 

Was Paul familiar with any of these natural wonders 

when he said that God has made His presence evident to 

all, so that no one is without excuse for not believing in 

Him? Though he was well traveled, I think it is safe to 

say that Paul knew nothing of Mount Everest or the 

Northern Lights, or any other of the Seven Wonders, and 

that is the beauty of his comment. It doesn’t require a 

thorough understanding of geography or nature to realize 

that creation is the work of the Almighty God, but rather 

it can be seen in all the normal things we encounter every 

day. Here are seven attributes of God that can be seen in 

the everyday world around us. 

 The Peace of God can be felt in the cool breeze that 

rustles the new leaves and carries the Robin back to 

her eggs in early spring. 

 The Power of God can be seen in the storm that 

uproots trees and floods entire cities in September. 

 The Gentleness of God can be embraced by the new 

mother and father who hold their newborn child for 

the first time. 

 The Love of God can be seen in the animal kingdom, 

as creatures with no human interference thrive and 

embrace the flow of mother nature. 

 The Beauty of God can be glimpsed on warm 

summer evenings, as children try to catch lightening 

bugs and adults gaze at the stars. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Progressive Dinner: Saturday, December 16  

Dirty Santa gift and Ugly Sweater contest. Will meet at the building 

by 3:45. 

 

Host Youth Devotionals: sign-up sheets are on the Youth Bulletin 

board to host devotionals for the 3rd-6th and the 7th-12th grades.  

 

Youth Devotionals:  

3-6 grade after A.M. Service 

7-12 grade after P.M. Service 

Guys Bring Drinks, Girls Bring Desserts.  

Pick-up time for 3-6th gr. usually from  

1:30—2:00 P.M. 

December 17:   S. Claxton     3-6 Grade 

 

December 31: Lock-in @ East Wood after New Year’s Fellowship 

in the multipurpose room.  

 

*Events will be updated in the Bulletin as needed.  

 The Eternality of God can be sensed in the cycles of 

the earth, the rising and setting of the sun, the passing 

of the seasons, and the growth of babies into children 

into adults. 

 The Divinity of God can be felt in the soul of man, 

that part made in God’s own image which yearns for 

purpose, peace, and presence. 

 These are the things Paul would have been 

familiar with as he penned those words to the Romans. 

How much more fortunate are we, who are able to see 

even more of the power and wonder of God through such 

things as the seven wonders of the world. Let us never 

take for granted the grace and goodness of God in giving 

us this beautiful existence as proof of His existence, His 

power, and His love.  
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GREETER 
 

 

December 17 

Bob and Janice 

Perry 

December 24 

Melody and Gordon 

Sawyers 

 KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Melody Sawyers: gallstone removed @ Dyersburg Hospital; 5320 69 South / 

Paris 

Forrest Kemp: (Betty Moody’s nephew) open heart surgery; Jackson 

Madison Co. Hospital. 

Jerry Fuqua: Results of tests is good. Cancer has not spread outside the  

prostate. December 13 will discuss options of treatment; 403 Royal Oak / 

Paris  

Evelyn Mathis: abrasion on the eye; 185 Gum Springs Road / 

Paris  

Joe Elkins: home; 506 Country Club Drive / Puryear 38251 

Dot Myatt: home and up for early afternoon visits; 1735 Alman Cemetery 

Rd / Paris  

Lottie Smith: home; 219 Ellis Drive / Paris 

Melvin Arnold: home; 390 Clifty Creek Road / Paris  

Frank and Ruth Parker: home; 1114 Chickasaw / Paris  

Hunter Breer: a senior at the HCHS was in a recent car accident. Currently 

in the Vanderbilt Hospital, room 2224B, facing the possibility of being 

paralyzed; Vanderbilt Stallworth Rehab Hospital, 2201 Children’s Way / 

Nashville, TN 37212 

Norma Bradley: (Stephanie Winders mother) chemo; 23585 Hwy. TT / 

Versailles MO 65084 

Garry Smith: (son of Lottie Smith) room 3504 Select Specialty Hospital St. 

Thomas / Nashville, TN 37203; Garry & Barbara Smith, 140 Edmonds Drive / 

Paris 

  

THANK YOU 

To My East Wood Family, Thank you for cards, food, phone calls, thoughts 

and prayers. The little ones’ card was so sweet. I am so thankful for my East 

Wood Family. In Christian Love, Terri Peale 

  

Dear East Wood Friends, Just a note to express how much the cards, thoughts, 

prayers, visits and singing CD (made by the 20’s/30’s Tues. Class) was very 

moving and such a thoughtful thing for you all to do for a family member of 

one of your members during my recent surgery / recovery. You are all a 

special people. Many mentioned my “precious” family that worship with you. 

Thank you for loving them, too! With much love and gratitude, Joyce 

Needham 

  

Thank you for all the prayers for Julie and Paxton throughout Julie’s 

pregnancy. Joyce Williams  

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Ryan and Julie Hodges are the proud parents of their newborn son, Paxton 

Aubrey. Born December 2nd, 2017, weighing 7 lbs. - 13 oz. and is 20 1/2 

inches long. The proud “Nana” is Joyce Williams.  

  

SYMPATHY 

We express our sympathy to the family of Robb Jerrell. Services are to be 

held today at the Owens Funeral Home in Louisville, Ky. 

 

Life Line Screening: preventive health event at East Wood Church of 

Christ on 12/21/2017.  Five screenings will be offered that scan for potential 

health problems. All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.  There 

are three ways to register for this event and to receive a $10 discount off 

any package priced above $129, please call toll-free 1-888-653-6441 or 

visit http://lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or text the word circle 

to 797979  

OUR ATTITUDE 
 

Sunday AM Bible Study………….239 

Sunday AM Worship……………..266 

Sunday PM Worship……………...167 

Wednesday PM Bible Study……...194 

This week’s contribution………..$10686 

Weekly Budget…………………..$8472 

  
SUNDAY A.M. 

Announcements 

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Closing Prayer 

  

Lord's Supper

 Presiding 

  

 East Side 

  

  

  

  

 West Side 

  

  

  

 Nursery 

  

 Balcony 

  

  

  

 Alternates 

  

  

 

 Overhead Projector 

 

SUNDAY P.M. 

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Lord’s Supper 

Closing Prayer 

WEDNESDAY 

Song Leader 

Invitation 

Closing Prayer 

 

DECEMBER         10 

Steve Delaney 

Daniel Williams 

Jon Davidson 

Clay Durham 

Steve Delaney 

 

 

David Belisle 
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Mike McDaniel 

John McDavid 

Reed Shepherd 
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Titus Winders 
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Silas Winders 
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Dominic Figurelli 

 

Rayburn Thomason 

Blake Morton 

Charlie Morton 

 

Harrison Hutson 

 

DECEMBER         10 

Daniel Williams 

Levi Dodd 

Charles Backer 

Bobby Sadler 

Charles Clark 

DECEMBER          13 

Adam Currence 

Garrett Sawyers 

Dan Patterson 

FUTURE WORSHIP LEADERS 

If unable to serve, please contact Lance Winders @ 336-2421.  

Participants in the A.M. service are asked to please meet 

in the library following the second bell. 

FOOD PANTRY  

Pork-n-Beans, Peanut butter, Mac-N-Cheese, Tuna 
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Ethan Schulte 
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Harrison Hutson 

 

DECEMBER        17 

Philip Davidson 

Jerry Scarbrough 

Fred Grosbeier 

Jerry Olive 

Rick Moody 

DECEMBER         20 

Phillip Davidson 

Gordon Sawyers 

Herman Jackson 

BIBLE TRIVIA 

Last Week’s Trivia Answered: Gamaliel (Acts 5:38) 

Who Said That? “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 

according to thy word; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation” 

http://lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 Joshua Manning is visiting along with his wife, Laura, at East 

Wood.  Joshua is interested in the evangelist position we are attempting to 

fill.  We will be providing biographical information to you on this individual, 

along with a form for you to make notes during their visit and provide 

feedback to the eldership once they have all visited.  The eldership 

encourages your participation in these sessions. 
Schedule: 

9:30 AM – teach the auditorium Bible class 

10:30 AM – preach at worship service 

5:00 PM – members question & answer session in small auditorium 

6:00 pm – preach at worship service 

  

HC Healthcare Singing: Today @ 2:00P.M. 

  

FIA Team 3: will be meeting at Steve and Danette Delaney’s home Sunday 

night after the PM services for finger foods. If you cannot attend, please 

notify Aaron Hutson Sunday morning so he can arrange to provide you your 

assignment at the Sunday night worship service. Steve & Danette Delaney  

189 Jackson Estates Drive / Paris  

  

Sewing Ladies will meet on Tuesday, December 12, for the last time in 

2017, resuming again the first Tuesday in January.  Approximately 500 baby 

blankets have been made and distributed this year!  This program is designed 

to invite and bless families in our community while we join together in a fun 

work.  Thank you, ladies, for your diligent work!  

  

Deacons Meeting: Sunday, December 17, after P.M. service in the Deacons 

Meeting Room. 

  

Adult Ladies Ornament Party: December 19 @ 6:00 P.M., the ladies will 

meet at the home of Danette Delaney. 

  

Mighty Oaks Christmas Luncheon: Saturday, December 23, at 12:00 noon 

in the multipurpose room. Sign-up sheet on the Family Committee Board.  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

December 11:       Dorcas– meet at church bldg @ 6:00 P.M. 

December 17:       Eiffel Gardens Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

December 19:       Adult Ladies ornament Party @ 6:00 P.M.        

December 21:     Life Line Screening in the MPR 

December 23:      Mighty Oaks Christmas Luncheon @ 12:00 

                 P.M. in the MPR. Sign-up sheet. 

December 24:       Regular A.M. service & 2:00 P.M. service 

     only           

December 25:      Office Closed Christmas Day observance 

December 31:      Young Men’s Service (New Year’s Eve) 

                 New Year’s Eve Fellowship in the multi-

                 pupose room 

ELDER’S CORNER 

 

REMINDER: The elders welcome all newcomers.  If 

you would like to be identified as a member here or if you 

have not had the opportunity to meet the eldership, the 

elders would like to meet with you briefly to introduce 

ourselves and to explain our position on certain issues and 

matters of doctrine. 

THE LADIES’ CORNER: 
 

HOW TO WRITE AN ENCOURAGING LETTER 
by Kathy Pollard 

 

Paul was a great encourager. His letters contain many 

expressions of love and concern (Rom. 1:8; 2 Cor. 7:16). Paul also told 

people often that he was praying for them specifically by name (Phil. 

1:4). Those statements really lift the spirit! With the weather outside is 

turning cold, why not send a few heartwarming letters? How? 

Remember the six S’s: 

▪ Keep it SIMPLE. We’ll be more likely to write more 

often. It doesn’t have to be fancy or elaborate. 

▪ Keep it SHORT. It only takes a few minutes. We can pack a 

lot of punch into just a few words. A short letter can be easily read 

again and again by the happy recipient. 

▪ Make it SINCERE. If we write as soon as we feel the 

emotion (gratitude, concern, etc.), the heartfelt words will flow and 

come across. 
▪ Use a STAMP. I love the old-fashioned route! What’s more 

exciting than receiving a letter in your mailbox? Paper letters are 

lasting and special. They give the recipient something to touch (as 

opposed to emails and texts), involving more of the senses. 

▪ Add a SURPRISE. A touch of fun or whimsy is 

memorable. Unexpected surprises bright anyone’s day! Slip in a 

sticker, piece of gum, pictures, handmade bookmark, teabag, 

drawing… any small item that will bring a smile of pleasure. 

▪ Add a SCRIPTURE.  Even if I can’t think of anything 

eloquent to write, I know God’s Word is beautiful, enduring, powerful, 

and meaningful.  Some great options to include in a letter of 

encouragement: Phil. 1:3; Phle. 1:4-6; Psalm 18:30; Phil. 4:6,7; Psa. 

94:19; 1 Pet. 5:7; Prov. 3:5,6; John 16:33; Psa. 46:1-3; Psa. 121 

Happy letter writing!  


