
THE GIFT FROM GOD 

by Corey Sawyers 

Every December, one of our nightly rituals is for me to read the Dr. Seuss classic, 

“How the Grinch Stole Christmas." It is the story of a mean, small-hearted creature named 

“The Grinch.” He decides to steal the Whos’ Christmas presents, decorations, and feast. 

Afterwards, the Grinch expects sadness from the Whos, but surprisingly hears celebratory 

singing! This confuses the Grinch. As he contemplates it all, he realizes the value of 

Christmas is more than what would come in a box. When we think of the grace of God, the 

value of it shows in what God gave to us. Ephesians 2:1-10 tells us a few things that 

confirm the value of God’s grace: 

 

I. THE BEFORE (vv. 1-3). We were spiritually dead in our sins. Our lifestyle was 

according to three standards: the world’s standard, Satan’s standard, and selfish disobedient 

man’s standard. We lived by the desires of our flesh and mind. We earned God's wrath 

living for self and not Him. 

 

II. THE GIFT (vv. 4-9). Verse 4 begins with two huge words, “But God!” Our 

Heavenly Father is not satisfied to abandon us to wrath because of His mercy and His love. 

Notice the “with” verbs. Paul uses this a lot in baptism language. God has made us alive 

with, raised with, and seated with Christ. Baptism is the point at which we accept God’s 

grace. Baptism is not a work of man, and it is never referred to as such in the N.T. 

However, it is the point at which we accept His grace. Since we are in Christ, we have the 

riches of His grace as we maintain that relationship with God (v. 7). We have a continuous 

flow of that grace (Rom. 5:1). 

 

Paul says we are saved “by grace,” not by works or law. We have been saved 

through faith (trusting God will give us that gift of righteousness). Our salvation is a gift! 

We did nothing to deserve it. Understand, he is not saying we do not have to obey – we do. 

However, he is saying we can never earn our salvation. We cannot boast in ourselves, only 

in Christ (v. 9) for we are saved by God's grace. 

 

III. THE AFTER (v. 10). God made us what we are, so we are His workmanship (in 

other words, “for good deeds”). He wants us to do good things. We must keep His 

commandments – we cannot maintain His grace without doing so. Still, we cannot earn our 

salvation with works. God planned that people who are in Christ would walk according to 

good deeds. They would live a lifestyle of pursuing His commands (I John 2:1ff). 

 

The Grinch’s heart grew, and his life changed when he realized the real value of 

Christmas – love and relationships. When we realize the value of the gift of God, our 

salvation given to us by His grace, it should change our hearts and transform our lives.  
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STATE OF THE YOUTH 

 BIRTHDAYS 
 

Jade Bucy    Dec. 18 

Noah Millraney   Dec. 29 

         Bella Millraney   Jan. 1 

         Allie Grace Veglio  Jan. 18 

 

The Importance of the Body 

by Ethan Schulte 

  God has made His work of design very 

clear in His creation. For example, the human body 

contains no less than eleven systems that regulate its 

operation. These systems are composed of different 

pieces of the body, such as organs, bones, glands, etc., 

working together to achieve a common goal, whether it 

be the brain working with nerves to take in new 

information, muscles working with tendons to enable 

movement, the heart working with blood vessels to 

deliver oxygen to the rest of the body, or a variety of 

other interrelated parts performing other important 

functions. Not one of these systems is completely reliant 

upon a single piece of the body to carry out its function, 

but rather it’s the working together of such different 

pieces that reveal the beauty and design God used to 

create the human body.  

 It is no wonder then, that God uses the body as an 

example, a model, and a description of how He designed 

His church to function. In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul 

elaborates on the foolishness and futility of the members 

of a body feuding amongst themselves. The body that 

needs hands to work also needs feet to walk. The body 

that needs eyes to see also needs ears to hear. The body 

that needs the respiratory system to breathe also needs 

the skeletal system for support. The body needs all of its 

members and systems to work together in order to 

function properly, and Paul says the same is true for the 

church.  

 All who are baptized by the commandment of the 

Spirit in the likeness of the death, burial, and resurrection 

of Christ are joined into the same body, the church. 

Therefore, all individuals, and groups of individuals, are 

important to the church and must strive to work together 

for the growth and development of the body of Christ. 

Groups, or ‘systems’, that are valuable to the church 

include, but are not limited to: elders, deacons, members, 

parents, fathers, mothers, teenagers, children, babies, 

husbands, wives, couples, singles, teachers, preachers, 

song leaders, sound room operators, custodians, 

secretaries, men, women, volunteers, widows, widowers, 

young adults, middle age adults, young-at-heart adults, 

and those who have begun their ministries in the assisted 

living home. More than likely, you fall into more than 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Host Youth Devotionals: sign-up sheets are on the 

Youth Bulletin board to host devotionals for the 3rd-6th 

and the 7th-12th grades.  

 

Youth Devotionals:  

3-6 grade after A.M. Service 

7-12 grade after P.M. Service 

Guys Bring Drinks, Girls Bring Desserts.  

Pick-up time for 3-6th gr. usually from  

1:30—2:00 P.M. 

 

December 17: @ S. Claxton’s home for the 3rd -6th 

Grade. Bring large candy bar for exchange.  

 

December 31: Lock-in @ East Wood after New Year’s 

Fellowship in the multipurpose room. Pick—up at 7:30 

A.M. Saturday, January 1st. Bring games 

 

*Events will be updated in the Bulletin as needed.  

one of these categories, but not all of them.  This means 

that you have quite the responsibility, to aid the rest of 

the members of your groups in the work you are able to 

do, and to fulfill those works for the sake of those who 

are not members of your groups and therefore unable to 

do those works themselves. The same is true for the 

groups to which you do not belong, they have their 

responsibilities which they should strive to accomplish, 

but those responsibilities are not expected of you. We 

would do ourselves, the church, and our God a great 

favor and honor if we would identify our roles and 

groups, own the responsibilities tied to those groups, and 

serve those responsibilities as if everyone else in the 

church depended on us, because if we were honest, we 

would know this to be true.  
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GREETER 
 

 

December 17 

Bob and Janice 

Perry 

December 24 

Melody and Gordon 

Sawyers 

 KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Jerry Fuqua: began treatments for prostate cancer. Will have treatments 

every 3 months.; 403 Royal Oak / Paris  

 

Juanita Freeland: TIA (mini stroke) last Sunday. Doing much better; 69 

Creekside Drive / Paris  

 

Melody Sawyers: home after gallstone removed with complications; 5320 

69 South / Paris 

 

Forrest Kemp: (Betty Moody’s nephew) went home Monday,  December 

11th and doing well; 1620 Whitlock Road / Paris. 

 

Evelyn Mathis: home; 185 Gum Springs Road / 

Paris  

 

Joe Elkins: home; 506 Country Club Drive / Puryear 38251 

 

Dot Myatt: home and up for early afternoon visits; 1735 Alman Cemetery 

Rd / Paris  

 

Lottie Smith: home; 219 Ellis Drive / Paris 

 

Melvin Arnold: home; 390 Clifty Creek Road / Paris  

 

Frank and Ruth Parker: home; 1114 Chickasaw / Paris  

 

David Jackson: prostate cancer, surgery scheduled next week; Mr.  

7270 Main Street / Cottage Grove  38224 

 

Hilda Elkins: (Juanita Freeland’s aunt) poor health. Prayers for the family. 

 

Molly Harris: (Dan and Ann Patterson’s daughter) suffering from hives; 

2605 Skyline Drive / West Paducah KY 42086 

  

Hunter Breer: a senior at the HCHS was in a recent car accident; Vanderbilt 

Stallworth Rehab Hospital, room 2224B, 2201 Children’s Way / Nashville, 

TN 37212 

 

Norma Bradley: (Stephanie Winders mother) chemo; 23585 Hwy. TT / 

Versailles, MO 65084 

 

Garry Smith: (son of Lottie Smith) improving. Currently in a Rehab facility 

in Franklin, TN; Garry & Barbara Smith, 150 Edmonds Drive / Paris 

  

THANK YOU 

I want to thank the Wednesday Night Ladies Class for the beautiful 

Christmas gift basket. It was a wonderful delight going through all the 

beautiful gifts inside. I love you very much. In Christian Love, Pansy Henry 

Thank you for the fruit basket and thank you Betty for bringing it. In 

Christian Love, Pansy Henry. 

SYMPATHY 

We extend our sympathy to Frank Pfleuger and the family of Vivian 

McClure Haneline. She passed away Wednesday, December 6, 2017.  

Funeral service was December 9, 2017 

OUR ATTITUDE 
 

Sunday AM Bible Study………….233 

Sunday AM Worship……………..296 

Sunday PM Worship……………...182 

Wednesday PM Bible Study……...171 

This week’s contribution………...$8470 

Weekly Budget…………………..$8472 

  
SUNDAY A.M. 

Announcements 

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Closing Prayer 

  

Lord's Supper

 Presiding 

  

 East Side 

  

  

  

  

 West Side 

  

  

  

 Nursery 

  

 Balcony 

  

  

  

 Alternates 

  

  

 

 Overhead Projector 

 

SUNDAY P.M. 

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Lord’s Supper 

Closing Prayer 

WEDNESDAY 

Song Leader 

Invitation 

Closing Prayer 

 

DECEMBER         17 

Steve Delaney 

Adam Currence 

Lavelle Davidson 

Daniel Williams 

Bill DeWees 

 

 

Jon Davidson 

 

Patrick Peale 

Mark Brown 

Edwin Carrington 

Bobby Barton 

 

Kelly Burke 

Adam Killion 

Max Henry 

 

Caleb Griffin 

 

Micah Sutton 

Garrett Sawyers 

Gordon Sawyers 

 

Ethan Schulte 

Jimmy Wynn 

Alan Shaffer 

 

Harrison Hutson 

 

DECEMBER        17 

Adam Currence 

Jerry Scarbrough 

Fred Grosbeier 

Jerry Olive 

Rick Moody 

DECEMBER         20 

Phillip Davidson 

Gordon Sawyers 

Herman Jackson 

FUTURE WORSHIP LEADERS 

If unable to serve, please contact Lance Winders @ 336-2421.  

Participants in the A.M. service are asked to please meet 

in the library following the second bell. 

FOOD PANTRY  

Beef Stew and Pasta sauce (i.e. spaghetti sauce/ alfredo sauce) 

 

DECEMBER         24 

Steve Delaney 

Zach Golson 

Craig Brown 

Steve Blount 

Charlie Neal 

 

 

Troy Buttrey 

 

Ron Brown 

Wes Knee 

Charles Clark 

Max Henry 

 

Jerry Peale 

Bob Perry 

John McDavid 

 

Billy Bucy 

 

Rudy Peoples 

Mike McDaniel 

Joe Millraney 

 

Jeff Figurelli 

Jerry Crouch 

Hayden Figurelli 

 

Aaron Hutson 

 

DECEMBER        24 

Zach Golson 

Phillip Brown 

Dominic Figurelli 

Bob Comer 

Lavelle Davidson 

DECEMBER         27 

Bill DeWees 

Edwin Carrington 

Zach Golson 

BIBLE TRIVIA 

Last Week’s Trivia Answered: Gamaliel (Acts 5:38) 

Who Said That? “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 

according to thy word; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation” 
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Return Service Requested 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

Eiffel Gardens Singing: Today @ 2:00P.M. 

  

FIA Team 4: Today, December 17, in the multipurpose room 

after P.M. service for finger foods.  Hosted by Nancy Pilkenton 

and Debbie Pace.  

 

FIA: captains needed, see Bob Perry if interested.  

 

Deacons Meeting: Today, December 17, after P.M. service in 

the Deacons Meeting Room. 

  

Casserole Team: will meet Tuesday, December 19, at 10:00 

A.M. in the multipurpose room to make casseroles. 

 

Adult Ladies Ornament Party: Tuesday, December 19 @ 6:00 

P.M. the ladies will meet at the home of Danette Delaney. Bring 

an ornament and a finger food. 

 

Mighty Oaks Christmas Luncheon: Saturday, December 23, 

at 12:00 noon in the multipurpose room. Sign-up sheet on the 

Family Committee Board.  

  

Life Line Screening: Thursday, December 21 in the 

multipurpose room. Preventive health event at East Wood 

Church of Christ.  Five screenings will be offered that scan for 

potential health problems. All five screenings take 60-90 

minutes to complete.  There are three ways to register for this 

event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced 

above $129, please call toll-free 1-888-653-6441 or visit 

http://lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or text the 

word circle to 797979  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

December 24:       Regular Bible Study and A.M. service & 

                  2:00 P.M. service only           

December 25:      Office Closed Christmas Day observance 

December 31:      Young Men’s Service (New Year’s Eve) 

                 New Year’s Eve Fellowship in the multi-

                 purpose room 

     Lock-in after Fellowship until January 1st @ 

     7:30 A.M. for the 6th—12th grades. 

January 1:            Office Closed - New Year’s Day observance 

  

ELDER’S CORNER 

REMINDER: The elders welcome all newcomers.  If 

you would like to be identified as a member here or if you 

have not had the opportunity to meet the eldership, the 

elders would like to meet with you briefly to introduce 

ourselves and to explain our position on certain issues and 

matters of doctrine. 

THE LADIES’ CORNER: 
 

WHAT MAKES A DAY GOOD? 

by Amber Tatum 
 

Do you ever have one of those days where you just 

realize all is going well and things are good in the world? I had 

one of those today and as I sit here tonight trying to reflect, it 

makes me wonder: what was so special about today? 

What made today, so good compared to yesterday or 

tomorrow? Nothing spectacular really happened. I did manage to 

get up on time. It was a normal day at school with a positive 

start celebrating a recent success of some of my kids. I had 

lessons to teach and paperwork to complete. Some of my 

students were good; others were challenging. My sweet husband 

brought me a diet soda because I had a faculty meeting straight 

to a band concert and finally got home after over 12 hours away. 

I think, as I sit and reflect on why today was one of the 

“good ones,” I realize my reaction to events and my attitude 

were largely what made the day good. I didn’t take every event – 

good or bad – and make it all about me. I just let the day happen 

and was thankful. 

In this very busy season, it is all too easy to let small 

frustrations ruin a day. Don’t miss the gifts God is giving you in 

each day: the smile of a child, the warmth of a hug, a sincere 

compliment, air to breathe, people to love. Those things are 

around us every day, but sometimes we miss them. 

The best example of that attitude (and everything else) 

is, of course, Jesus. In Philippians 2, we read about His attitude 

of always giving, always emptying Himself on our behalf. That 

will go a long way in helping you have a good day (see also 

Philippians 4:8). 

http://lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle

