
LOOKING FOR A GOSPEL MEETING 

by Josh Manning 
 

 We had a great gospel meeting this past week with James Malone.  He did an 

exceptional job of using the examples of the apostles to encourage us to share the gospel of 

Jesus Christ with those around us.  I hope that we all take advantage of opportunities like 

our gospel meeting to grow spiritually.  And I hope that we then look for opportunities to 

help others hear the gospel so  that they can grow to know our Savior.  I have to be a little 

selfish and say how nice it was, as a preacher, to hear good preaching.  As this was my 

second week to be here in Paris I found it wonderful to spend my evenings with the East 

Wood congregation.  I am thankful for our fellowship. 

 You might not know this, but the phrase “gospel meeting” does not appear in the 

New Testament.  What does appear is the example of the early church gathering regularly 

to hear preaching and teaching (Acts 2:42-47; 20:7).  You also find the Christians who 

made up the early church “meeting” with the people they were in contact with on a daily 

basis and sharing the “gospel” of Jesus Christ with those people (Acts 3:1-13; Acts 8:4).  

To illustrate this, I would like to use Acts 8 to help us see the importance of “Looking For 

A Gospel Meeting” as we go about our daily life activities.  

 Acts 8 divides itself into two sections: Section 1—Philip holds a gospel meeting in 

Samaria (8:1-25); Section 2—Philip meets with the Ethiopian and shares the gospel with 

him (8:26-40).  In the first section it is interesting to note that Philip (one of the seven men 

appointed to a special work in the Jerusalem church, Acts 6:3-4), and not one of the 

apostles is the “guest speaker” for the gospel meeting in the city Samaria.  When you read 

about Philip it is amazing to see how Luke recorded his spiritual growth.  Philip is 

introduced as a man of “good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom” (Acts 6:3).  

He becomes a servant of the widows in the Jerusalem church along with six of his Christian 

brothers.  However, one of his close friends, Stephen, is murdered by a mob for preaching 

Jesus (Acts 7).  Instead of allowing the death of Stephen to shake his faith and cause him to 

leave the church, Philip is inspired by Stephen’s example and during the persecution of 

Saul (Acts 8:1) he goes to Samaria and does the very thing that cost Stephen his life: he 

preached Jesus.  The gospel meeting went so well in Samaria that they had to bring in Peter 

and John to continue the work that Philip started (Acts 8:14). 

 The second section begins with God directing Philip away from the big gospel 

meeting to a personal encounter (Acts 8:26).  Philip left Samaria (a blossoming good work) 

and “ran” to meet one man with the good news of Jesus (Acts 8:29).  This is a beautiful 

thought, that God would look at one soul as incredibly valuable and send the successful key 

note speaker away from the crowds to a single man.  I believe that this point is what 

Christians need to be reminded of daily.  Yes, it is good and wonderful to gather as the 

church for a gospel meeting, but it is equally good and Christ-like to be seeking a “gospel 

meeting” with an individual who has not yet come to know the Savior we love and serve.  I 

am convicted when I read passages like this.  May we continually be looking for our own 

“gospel meetings”. 
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STATE OF THE YOUTH 

 BIRTHDAYS 

            Neely Belisle  March 3 

 Evangeline Atkins March 5 

 Ian Figurelli  March 9 

 Emery Brown  March 18 

 Ali Shaffer  March 28 

THE IMPORTANCE OF TEACHERS 

by Ethan Schulte 

 You are currently looking at chemical stains on 

the highly processed remains of a dead tree, and yet, the 

particular form of these markings is causing you to have 

thoughts and understand what someone else is wanting 

you to think about and understand. But this is not true for 

every ink stain. 我爱你 probably does not mean much to 

you, but it could mean the world to someone else on the 

other side of the planet. How is this form of written 

communication possible, and in different languages no 

less? For that matter, how is communication of any kind 

possible? We are not born knowing how to read, write, or 

speak. As a matter of fact, we do not know how to do 

much of anything when we are born, so how is it that we 

have come to be intelligent, self-sufficient people who 

can understand, interact with, and manipulate the world 

around us? 

 To a large degree, credit must be given to God for 

designing the human mind to be able to learn and 

develop, but on the other hand, there can be no shortage 

of gratitude, appreciation, respect, and love for those who 

have dedicated their lives to the art of teaching and 

mentoring other people. The reason you and I can look at 

these ink blots and understand what they mean is that 

someone took the time to explain (with much patience) 

the English alphabet, grammar, and language. We are 

emotionally, mentally, and spiritually where we are 

today, yes because of the diligence of our own efforts, 

but perhaps even more so because of the teachers who 

have taught us how to grow and show diligence in 

growing in these areas. 

 The quality of a community, society, or country is 

dependent upon the quality of its citizens, which is 

directly related to the quality of teaching those citizens 

have received. The same is true for a congregation of the 

Lord’s church, and the Lord’s church as a whole. To have 

a loving church, we must have loving teachers who teach 

us how to love. To have an evangelistic church, we must 

have evangelistic teachers who teach us how to value and 

share our faith. To have a church of and about Christ, 

modeled after the church of the New Testament, we must 

have teachers who are of and about Christ, who 

understand the church of the New Testament, and who 

model the example and love of Jesus.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 TNT (Thursday Nights Together):  

9th-12th grades at Ethan Schulte’s home, every Thursday, 

@ 6:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. 

 

Youth Devotionals: Every Third Week of the Month 

3-6 grade after A.M. Service 

7-12 grade after P.M. Service 

Guys Bring Drinks, Girls Bring Desserts.  

Pick-up time for 3-6th Gr. usually from 1:30—2:00 P.M. 

  

March 18th:  

3rd-6th grade: @ the home of Charlie & Jan Neal 

7th-12 grade: @ the home of Zach & Paige Golson 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 Makin Music at FHU: April 7th for the 7th—12th graders. Show begins at 

2:00 P.M. & the tickets are $17.50 - Due Wednesday, March 21st. Bus 

leaves the building at Noon, Saturday.  Sign-up sheets are on the Youth 

Bulletin Board. SIGN-UP BY SUNDAY, MARCH 18TH  

 

Spring Retreat: April 13-15 @ Mid-South Youth Camp.  For grades 7th-

12th. Cost $15.00. Sign-up sheet on Youth Bulletin Board, write t-shirt size 

next to name). Must be paid by the 13th. Bus leaves at 4 P.M. from the 

building.  

 

 To join the Remind 101 EWYG Group for text updates: 

1. https://www.remind.com/join/ewyg --- go to this link and follow the 

instructions. 

2. Text "@ewyg" to the number 81010. You should receive a welcome text 

from remind. If not, you did something wrong. This is a simple and easy way 

to communicate with parents and teens.  

 James says in 3:1 that not many people should be 

teachers. Why is that? He says it is because teachers will 

incur a stricter judgement. This is certainly fitting, for to 

take on the responsibility of teaching and training the 

minds of other people is in essence to hold oneself to a 

higher standard of intelligence, discipline, and morality, 

and to call others to follow that example. This 

undoubtedly qualifies one for stricter judgement, but also 

for higher praise. There are strong, faithful Christian 

people in the church today because of the diligent efforts 

of knowledgeable, faithful Christian teachers. Thank you 

teachers, for all that you teach and all that you exemplify, 

to those young and old, for we owe you our utmost love, 

respect, and appreciation.  

https://www.remind.com/join/ewyg
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GREETER 
 

March 18 

Lavelle & Patsy 

Davidson 

March 25 

Jon Davidson 

Bill DeWees 

  KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS  

Marie Ellison: fell, hitting her head, which required stitches. Now 

home; 615 Bethesda Road / Paris  

Fred Grosbeier: Plumley Rehab room 30, no visitors at this time. 

Cards welcome; 3075 Guthrie Rd. / Paris 

Jimmy Wynn: cancer treatments; 16970 Hwy 69 N / Cottage Grove 

TN 38224 

Mark Brown: home; 101 Crestview Circle / Paris  

Jerry Fuqua: cancer treatments; 403 Royal Oak / Paris 

Lottie Smith: home; 219 Ellis Drive / Paris 

Frank and Ruth Parker: home; 1114 Chickasaw / Paris  

Dot Myatt: cards welcome; 1735 Alman Cemetery Road / Paris  

Marcia Burton: (Carolyn Burton’s mother in-law/ Barry Burton’s 

mother)Weakley County Nursing Home, room 70; 700 Weakley Co. 

Nursing Home Road / Dresden, TN 38225   

Michael Dick: (brother in law of Marty Olive and Reba Crouch) in 

critical condition in Vanderbilt, due to complications of the flu and 

double pneumonia. Slight improvements. 

Mary Jo Hubbard: (Cousin of Steve Blount & Robin Herndon) 

Plumley Rehab after a fall and neck injury. 

Norma Bradley: (Stephanie Winders mother) chemo; 23585 Hwy. 

TT / Versailles, MO 65084 

 

THANK YOU 
To my loving Christian family at East Wood, I would like to thank 

everyone who has assisted me during my time of illness. For the 

calls, visits, transportation, cleaning on my home and especially the 

prayers. The Lord has blessed me with a wonderful Christian family. 

I love, miss you all and hope to be well soon and back to worship 

services. Please keep me in your prayers that my health might be 

restored if that is the will of our loving God. May God bless you all, 

Fred Grosbeier 

 

Thanks to all who helped with the cleaning, taking off trash, all the 

calls, even taking Fred Grosbeier’s suit to the cleaners. Fred is very 

grateful for all the kindness and love shown to him. I really 

appreciated the help. Thanks again. In Christian Love, Betty Willis 

 

Thanks for the beautiful birthday cards and your sweet messages. 

Also, thank you for your calls. Your thinking of me meant so much. 

Love to all, Kathleen Coley 
 

SYMPATHY 

We extend our deep heartfelt sympathy to the family of Frances 

Wilson, who died Tuesday, March 13, 2018. A graveside memorial 

service was held on Saturday, March 17, 2018.  
 

NEW ADDRESS 

Lavelle & Patsy Davidson  
23015 HWY 79N 

Paris TN 38242 

 

RESPONDED 

Katie Williams responded to the invitation, Wednesday, March 15, 

2018. 

OUR ATTITUDE 
 

Sunday AM Bible Study………….240 
 

Sunday AM Worship……………..302 
 

Sunday PM Worship……………...180 
 

Wednesday PM Bible Study……. .191 
 

This week’s contribution………...$8098 
 

Weekly Budget…………………..$8472 
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Philip Davidson 
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Dan Patterson 

FUTURE WORSHIP LEADERS 

Participants in the A.M. service are asked to please 

meet in the library following the second bell. 

FOOD PANTRY  

Beef Stew, Ham, Spam, vienna sausages, tuna, and 

Pasta sauce (i.e. Spaghetti sauce / Alfredo sauce), jelly, 

Mac & Cheese, canned vegatables 
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Return Service Requested 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FIA Team 3: will hand out assignments tonight. See 

Caleb and Loni Griffin.   

 

Eiffel Gardens Singing: Today @ 2:00 P.M. 

 

Whitlock church of Christ Tent Meeting: March 18th-

23rd. Evangelist: Todd Clippard “Basic Bible Doctrine 

Revival” Sunday A.M. Service: 10:00, Sunday– Friday 

Night 7:00 P.M. (Friday Night Gospel Singing 

 

Deacons Meeting: Next Sunday, March 25th after P.M. 

Service. 

 

 DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

April 1:      Morningside Singing @ 2:00 P.M 

April 7:      Makin’ Music @ FHU 

April 8:      HC Healthcare Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

April 13-15:          Spring Retreat, Mid-South Youth Camp 

April 15:      Eiffel Gardens Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

      Wedding Shower for Alyssa Greenwald and 

      Ethan Schulte @ MPR at 2:00—3:30 P.M. 

April 20:      Eiffel Gardens Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

April 21:                Clean Up Day @ 8 A.M.—12 Noon. 

April 27:      Fish Fry / Office Closed 

April 29:      Deacons Meeting after P.M. service 

      Young Men’s Service 

May 6:      Morningside Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

May 13:      HC Healthcare Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

May 20:    Graduation Banquet          

May 27:      Deacons Meeting after Evening Service 

FAITH IN ACTION 
 

  The first week in April will mark the beginning of 

another new quarter for our long-lasting visitation 

program.  We will be re-organizing teams over the next 

couple of weeks.  If you have not been involved in the 

last quarter please consider joining in. Here are the 

basics:  There are currently four teams consisting of 

around 12-14 people per team. (Years ago we had eight 

teams with even higher numbers on each team.)  The 

team members are shuffled every quarter to allow us to 

get to know one another better.  A team meets each week 

and each member is responsible for one visit usually to a 

sick or shut-in person. (often times just one visit assigned 

to a married couple)  The meeting usually takes place on 

Sunday night in a member’s home. You are asked to 

make the visit within a week’s time and also to complete 

your FIA sheet, putting it in the mailbox in the hallway 

near the office for the coordinators.  If you are willing to 

become a part of FIA, please let Brian Foster or Charlie 

Neal know within the next two weeks and you will be 

included. You will be encouraged and you can encourage 

others with your visits as well!  


