
THE OBLIGATIONS OF BEING A CHURCH MEMBER 
 

by Wes McAdams 

Before we dive into the topic, let’s get a couple of things straight. When you become a 

Christian, you become a member of Christ’s church (1 Corinthians 12:12-27; Colossians 1:18). 

Christ has only one church, and it’s not divided on doctrine or practice, but only by location 

into local churches (Romans 16:16); often referred to today as “congregations.” As well as 

being a member of Christ’s church, every Christian is also expected to be a member of a 

congregation. 

But what does it mean to be a member of a congregation? I meet people all the time who 

claim to be members of the such-and-such congregation but don’t seem to grasp what Scripture 

says about congregational membership. They don’t appear to understand there are obligations 

involved. 

Here are a few of the biblical duties of congregational membership: 

1. Assemble to Worship and Encourage One Another. “And let us consider how to stir 

up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 

but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near” (Heb. 10:24-

25). 

2. Obey the Leaders (Elders). “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are 

keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with 

joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you” (Hebrews 13:17). 

3. Contribute a Percentage of Your Income. “On the first day of every week, each of you 

is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting 

when I come” (1 Corinthians 16:2). 

4. Be an Active Part of an Inter-Generational Body, Teaching and Holding One Another 

Accountable “Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in 

love, and in steadfastness. Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not 

slanderers or slaves to much wine. They are to teach what is good, and so train the young 

women to love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, 

and submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled. Likewise, 

urge the younger men to be self-controlled” (Titus 2:2-6). 

These are just a few of the obligations involved. In fact, the vast majority of the New 

Testament deals with issues of being a part of a local congregation. You can’t have Christianity 

without the church, and you can’t have the church without local congregations. Part of what it 

means to be a faithful Christian is being a faithful member of a congregation. 

Make no mistake; church membership isn’t something to be taken lightly. Just because 

your name is in a church directory somewhere, doesn’t mean you're the member of the church 

God expects you to be. 

Elders 
Steve Delaney 

Bill DeWees 

Charlie Neal 
Michael Williams 

   

Evangelists 
Corey Sawyers 

 

Prison Minister 
Ricky Lomax 

 

Office Phone: 

642-2861 

Deacons 
David Belisle 

Craig Brown 

Troy Buttrey 

Bob Comer 

Jerry Crouch 

Lavelle Davidson 

Levi Dodd 

Steve Durham 

Brian Foster 

Aaron Hutson 

Mike McDaniel 

Rudy Peoples 

Jason Scarbrough 

Jason Smith 

Lance Winders 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

Sunday AM Bible Study-9:30am  

Worship-10:30am 

Sunday PM Worship-6:00pm 

Wednesday PM Bible Study-7:00pm 
 

For Transportation Call:  

642-7751 & leave message 
 

www.ewcoc.com 

www.eastwood-coc.org 

E-mail us at:  

eastwdco@bellsouth.net 
 

Live Radio Broadcast-10:30am 

AM 1000, 97.5 FM 
 

Charter–Channel 195 

Sunday @ 9:00am 
 

Daily Mini-sermon email: 

eastwoodpreacher@icloud.com 

HEAR THE GOSPEL ON CABLE 

TV AND SATELLITE EACH 

SUNDAY 
 

Charter Cable: 
 
6:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way-

 Channel 15 

6:30am Fabric of  Family- 

 Channel 16 

7:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way- 

 Channel 13 

7:30am Preaching the Gospel- 

 Channel 13 

8:00am Good News Today- 

 Channel 13 
 

WBBJ-TV/CBS-Charter Channel 708 

7:00am  A Bible Answer 
 

Dish TV & Direct TV-Channel 30: 
 
7:00am In Search of the Lord’s Way 

7:30am Preaching the Gospel 

8:00am Good News Today 

  SERMON TITLES 

 

APR. 9:  AM - The Last Things: Judgement  

 PM - Away From Home 

APR. 16: AM - The Last Things: Resurrection  

 PM - YAFI: What Happens in the End? 

 

YOU ASKED FOR IT: 

 

Apr. 16 - “What happens in the end?” 

May 21 - “What does the Bible teach about marriage, 

divorce, and remarriage?” 

June 4 - “Is singing in worship a big deal?” 

    THEME FOR 2017: Back To Basics   
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STATE OF THE YOUTH 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Tuesday P.M. Bible Study: 6:30—8:00 p.m.  
 

 April 18: @ the home of  Steve & Danette Delaney; 

189 Jackson Estates Drive 

 

Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 15 at 11:00. Charlie and Jan 

Neals home; 290 Nikki Lane. 3rd grade and under. Bring 

a basket and a friend. 

 

Work Camp: June 3rd—8th. Those wishing to help, 

please see Adam Currence.  

 

Pew Packers: for all ages at 5:45 P.M. on the front pews 

in the auditorium. 

 

*Events will be updated in the Bulletin as needed.  

 

 

 To join the Remind 101 EWYG Group for text updates: 

1. https://www.remind.com/join/ewyg --- go to this link 

and follow the instructions. 

2. text "@ewyg" to the number 81010. You should receive 

a welcome text from remind. If not, you did something 

wrong. This is a simple and easy way to communicate with 

parents and teens.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 

David Menley   April 7 

Sarah Backer  April 14 

Madison Watkins April 29 

HELPING YOU PRAY 
 

by Corey Sawyers  
 

Maybe you have heard the commercial tagline, 

"There's an app for that." The point is that it does not 

matter what you want to do, accomplish, or try. Chances 

are there is an app for your phone or tablet that will help 

you.  

 

Maybe you have realized your need to be more 

active in your prayer life. Prayer helps us (Lk. 18:1). 

Prayer is powerful (Jms. 5:16). Prayer is commanded 

(Mt. 5:44; Eph. 6:18; I Thes. 5:17; Jms. 5:13). However, 

it is also probably one of the more neglected aspects of 

our Christian life. How can we ever expect to grow closer 

to God if we do not communicate with Him? 

 

Still, I get it. Life is busy. There is so much to do. 

Quite often I find it tough to remember all I am supposed 

to get done in a day's time. That is why I am thankful for 

reminders and apps that I have on my iPhone. Yes, there 

is even one to help me remember to pray! 

 

The app is called "Echo," and it is available for 

iPhone and Android users. What does this app do? It 

keeps track of all your prayers. You can add names, 

events, or things about which you want to remember to 

pray. When one of our shepherds read the 

announcements each Sunday, I put the sick and events in 

Echo (along with the ones in our bulletin). That way I can 

remember for whom and what I am praying in a detailed 

way.  Echo also reminds you to pray. You can set up 

daily reminders to pray. You can set a "prayer alarm" for 

a specific time to pray for someone. That way, if  Mrs. So

-And-So is having surgery at 2:00 p.m. Thursday, I can 

set a reminder to pray for her at that exact time. The app 

is free and there are no limits nor in-app purchases 

required. 

 

Please understand that God does not need us to 

pray for His sake. He knows what we need and how we 

feel before we ever ask. However, He knows we need to 

pray. Praying specifically about people and events keep 

them on our minds. Being reminded daily to pray helps 

us form a reliance and trust in the Lord. 

There are, of course, plenty of other apps to help 

us manage our prayer lists and to remind us to pray. Echo 

is the one that I have found is most beneficial for me 

(plus it is free!). Whatever way or means you find to 

remind you to pray that works best for you, use it! Prayer 

is of vital importance! It is essential for our growth! Not  

only did Jesus pray often, but it is also said of Him, "He 

was telling them a parable to show that at all times they 

ought to pray ..." (Lk. 18:1). 

https://www.remind.com/join/ewyg
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GREETERS 
 

April 16 

Gayle Dodd 

Aaron Hutson 
 

April 23 

Wes and Judy  

Knee 

KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS  

 

Mabel Tidwell: esophageal inflammation causing difficulty swallowing;  

Harmony Hills Asisted Living 100 Jerry F. Atkins Lane Room 2 / 

Huntingdon TN 38344 
Linda Gardner: (formerly of New Bethel church of Christ) requesting 

prayers for forgiveness; 106 Wesley Drive  Apartment A / Paris  

Blake Morton: no broken bones, but ligaments and tendons were 

affected in the leg after the fall. Does have to wear a boot for support; 

282 Buckley Road / Palmersville TN 38241 

Frank Parker: home, doing well; 1114 Chickasaw / Paris  

Pansy Henry: home after hernia surgery, this past Monday; 135 Max 

Drive / Paris  

Virginia Mathis: (sister in law of Evelyn Mathis) doing well after hip 

surgery. Prayers for a speedy recovery; 276 Shoemaker Road / Murray, 

KY 42071 
Jo Priddy: changed rooms at Paris Health Care, now in room 148; 800 

Volunteer Drive / Paris 

Jerry Fuqua: difficulties after eye surgery; 403 Royal Oak / Paris  

Melvin Arnold: Home. Was to see his lung doctor on Thursday. No 

visitors at this time; 390 Clifty Creek Road / Paris  

Randall Foster: home. Scheduled for a heart ablation, April 11th; 121 

Crestview Circle / Paris 

Larry Shaffer: (Alan Shaffer’s brother) recovered from a stroke. Lives 

in Michigan.  

Michael King: (Son of Mary Nell King) stationed in Iraq for 6-7 

months. 
Jack Ward: (brother in law to John and Barbara McDavid) history of 

bladder cancer. Biopsy performed on the 28th. 

Dean Parker: (Aunt to Ann Patterson, Paula Odom, and Debbie Pace) 

brain surgery April 7th at St. Thomas Hospital. 

Bryan Russell: Vanderbilt Stallworth Rehabilitation Hospital room 

2210; 2201 Children’s Way Ste 1221 / Nashville, TN 37212 

Mildred Byars: home; 1401 Hwy 641, Apt. 4D / Paris  

Carla Currence: (mother of Adam Currence) home; 210 Browning 

Street / Monticello, AR 71655 

Don Dodd: (Gayle Dodd’s brother-in-law) in treatment for advanced 

pancreatic cancer; 280 Eagle Road / Buchanan 38222 
Ralph Shelton: (Jordan William’s paternal grandfather) cancer; 2180 

Skyline Drive / Pacific, MO 63069 

Mia Foster: (Randell & Carolyn Fosters granddaughter) tumor has 

shrunk since last test; Ross & Rachael Foster; 1721 Custer Ave. / 

Clinton OK 73601 

Micah Hart: (grandson of Wayne and Patty Hart) cancer treatments; 

Jason and Jennifer Hart; 121 Approach Drive / Harrison AR 72601 

 

THANK YOU 

Dear East Wood Family, thank you so much for the rose you sent while 

Mom was in the hospital. Thanks especially for all the cards, food, calls, 
visits and prayers during her illness and passing. She loved her East 

Wood Family dearly and would have been overwhelmed, as we were, by 

the outpouring of  love and concern you showed. “The nicest place to be 

is in the thoughts of others. The safest place to be is in the prayers of 

others. And the very best place to be is in the hands of God.” Our family 

has been blessed to know that we have been in all three of these places 

during this time of sadness. In Christian love, The Family of Margaret 

Blount, Steve Patsy, and Callie Blount 

 

Thank you for all the prayers, inquires and concern for Mia. Good 

news—her tumor has shrunk. She will continue on the same medication. 
Please continue to remember her in your prayers. In Christian love, 

Randell, Carolyn and all the Foster Family 

OUR ATTITUDE 
 

Sunday AM Bible Study………….250 

Sunday AM Worship……………..317 

Sunday PM Worship……………...183 

Wednesday PM Bible Study……...190 

This week’s contribution………...$9700 

Weekly Budget…………………..$8472 

  
SUNDAY A.M. 

Announcements 

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Closing Prayer 

  

Lord's Supper

 Presiding 

  

 East Side 

  

  

  

  

 West Side 

  

  

  

 Nursery 

  

 Balcony 

  

  

  

 Alternates 

  

  

 

 Overhead Projector 

 

SUNDAY P.M. 

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Lord’s Supper 

Closing Prayer 

WEDNESDAY 

Song Leader 

Invitation 

Closing Prayer 

 

APRIL                9 

Steve Delaney 

Nathan Foster 

Adam Killion 

Zach Golson 

Steve Delaney 

 

 

Lance Winders 

 

Wes Knee 

Mike McDaniel 

Rayburn Thomason 

Alan Shaffer 

 

Bobby Barton 

Reed Shepherd 

Jerry Shobe 

 

Ned Morris 

 

Joe Milraney 

Blake Morton 

Charlie Morton 

 

Max Henry 

Garrett Sawyers 

Gordon Sawyers 

 

Jeff Figurelli 

 

APRIL                9 

Nathan Foster 

Brian Foster 

Harrison Hutson 

Titus Winders 

Jason Scarbrough 

APRIL               12  

Daniel Williams 

Phillip Brown 

Nathan Foster 

FUTURE WORSHIP LEADERS 

If unable to serve, please contact Lance Winders @ 336-2421.  

Participants in the A.M. service are asked to please meet 

in the library following the second bell. 

FOOD PANTRY  

FOOD PANTRY LISTS ARE AT ALL EXITS  

PLEASE REFER TO IT AT THIS TIME  

 

APRIL                16 

Steve Delaney 

Daniel Williams 

Jon Davdison 

Silas Winders 

Bill DeWees 

 

 

Patrick Peale 

 

Stan Wilson 

Donald Drinkard 

Mark Brown 

Rudy Peoples 

 

Jimmy Wynn 

Troy Buttrey 

Ron Brown 

 

Billy Bucy 

 

Micah Sutton 

Kelly Burke 

Edwin Carrington 

 

Charles Clark 

Bob Comer 

Dominic Figurelli 

 

Harrison Hutson 

 

APRIL                16 

Daniel Williams 

Craig Brown 

Clay Durham 

Levi Dodd 

Bob Perry 

APRIL               19  

Phillip Brown 

David Belisle 

Philip Davidson 

BIBLE TRIVIA 
Last Week’s Trivia Answered:  “I am escaped by the skin of my teeth” (Job 19:20 

    Everyday Phrases From The Bible (book, chapter, and verse)  

“Wolf in sheep’s clothing” 
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Return Service Requested 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Tennessee Children’s Home Spring Drive: Today is your last chance to 

drop off goods needed for this cause. They will pick up items early Tuesday 

morning. Any monetary donations are to be given to an Elder. 

 

YMS: Young men who weren’t able to meet with Corey Sawyers this past 

Wednesday night and would like to lead in the 5th Sunday Worship Service, 

please speak with him today. 

 

Henry County Healthcare Singing: Today at 2:00 p.m. (Note: 

Lads2Leaders “Good Samaritan” this is 10 points!) 

 

FIA Team 2: will meet at the home of Charlie and Jan Neal for finger foods 

after evening service. 

 

Lads 2 Leaders: Chair persons meeting today, April 9, after P.M. service in 

the multipurpose room. 

 

Lads 2 Leaders: for all to sign up, who did not have opportunity prior. 

Informative Meeting Sunday, April 9, after P.M. service in the multipurpose 

room. See Aaron Hutson with questions.  

 

Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 15th @ 11:00A.M. at the home of Charlie and 

Jan Neal; 290 Nikki Lane. For 3rd grade and under, bring a basket and a 

friend.  

 If you’d like to help furnish treat filled eggs for our egg hunt, 

 please place them in the library. 

 

Adult Ladies Retreat: April 21-22 @ Liberty Retreat Center Gleason, TN. 

Speaker: Kim Higginbotham. Sign-up sheets on “Youth Bulletin Board.” (35 

person capacity for overnight stay) If planning on coming Friday / Saturday / 

or all sign up as such. If enough interest a bus will be used for transport to the 

retreat on Saturday. 

 

Graduation Banquet: Sunday, May 21st after the evening Worship in the 

multipurpose room. Basket will be in the small auditorium today. Senior: 

Sarah Backer. 

 

Work Camp: June 3rd - 8th, 2017. Get involved! See Adam Currence and 

find out how you can help.  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

April 15:              Egg Hunt @ Neals at 11:00 A.M., 3rd gr. and 

   under, bring basket and a friend 

April 16:              Eiffel Gardens Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

April 18:  Tuesday P.M. Bible Study @ 6:30 - 8:00 p.m 
                @  the Delaney home (grades 7-12) 

April 21-22:        Adult Ladies Retreat @ Liberty Retreat Center 

               Gleason, TN Speaker: Kim Higginbotham 

April 23:             Deacons Meeting @ 5:00 P.M. 

April 28:             Office Closed - Fish Fry  

April 30:             Young Men’s Service 

May 7:   Morningside Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

May 14:   HC Healthcare Singing @ 2:00 (Mother’s Day) 

May 20:               Church Picnic   

May 21:         Eiffel Gardens Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

  Graduation Banquet     

May 29:     Office Closed - Memorial Day      

May 30:              Zoo Trip  

ELDER’S CORNER 
 

REMINDER: The elders welcome all newcomers.  If 

you would like to be identified as a member here or if you 

have not had the opportunity to meet the eldership, the 

elders would like to meet with you briefly to introduce 

ourselves and to explain our position on certain issues and 

matters of doctrine. 

THE LADIES’ CORNER: 
 

FIGHT FOR RELATIONSHIPS 
 

Edited from an article by Kathy Pollard 
 

Have you mishandled a situation and ended up hurting 

someone’s feelings? Have you given bad advice that turned a minor 

incident into a full-out drama? Have you felt inadequate to the task or 

overwhelmed by responsibilities? Have you felt too immature? Have 

you wondered when you’ll gain the wisdom that’s supposed to come 

with age and experience? Have you had one of those weekends where 

you felt ALL of those things at once? 

If you’re like me, perhaps you then start wanting to quit. “I’m 

obviously not the right person for the job. What was I thinking?” When 

those types of thoughts start swirling around, we need to remember the 
source. How does the song go? “This little light of mine, I’m going to 

let it shine. Don’t let Satan…..” 

Of course we’re going to make mistakes and demonstrate 

immaturity or lack of wisdom. When those less than stellar moments 

happen back to back, it can be tempting to walk away. We might think 

we’re doing it for the greater good (“Someone else can do a better 

job”) but we need to remember that sometimes it takes humbling 

events to catch our attention and cause growth. Just do better next time. 

Learn from it. Pray for wisdom and spiritual maturity. When we feel 

frustrated and idiotic, we have a choice. We can allow Satan to blow 

out our light or we can trust God to help us do better next time (1 Tim. 

4:10). 

Suggestions for the Week: 1. If you’ve messed up, do what 

you can to remedy the situation. 2. Pray for patience with yourself and 

wisdom. 3. Don’t indulge in a pity party. 4. Study passages that have to 

do with spiritual maturity and apply them to your life. 


