
We Are Exhorted To Pray 
by Josh Manning 

 

 Because of the enormity and incalculable value of prayer, I find the subject a 

daunting one to approach in writing, Bible study, or preaching.  I always feel like there is 

more to say on any given lesson on prayer.  In Richard Foster’s book Celebration Of 

Discipline, prayer is one of the “inward disciplines” that he addresses.  His opening remarks 

on prayer are as follows: 

Prayer catapults us onto the frontier of the spiritual life.  Of all the Spiritual 

Disciplines prayer is the most central because it ushers us into perpetual 

communion with the Father.  Meditation introduces us to the inner life, 

fasting is an accompanying means, study transforms our minds, but it is the 

Discipline of prayer that brings us into the deepest and  highest work of the 

human spirit.  Real prayer is life creating and life changing. 

I love that paragraph.  There are many other writers who have said equally eloquent things 

about prayer but I especially appreciate the last sentence there, “Real prayer is life creating 

and life changing.”  As we think about prayer, consider one of Paul’s many passages on the 

subject:        1 Timothy 2:1-2 “Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, 

intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, 
2
for kings and all who are in 

authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.”  

From these few verses I want to look at the different ways we are exhorted to engage in 

prayer.  As we look at the first verse, there are four key words that speak of types of prayers. 

 We are exhorted to pray.  This is the general word for prayers—προσευχή.  This 

word appears 37 times in our New Testament.  When we pray we are speaking to God.  We 

are encouraged to do this often (1Thess 5:17).  Individuals of faith throughout the Bible 

exampled this devotion to God through prayer for us (cf. Dan. 6:10; Luke 6:12; Acts 6:4). 

 We are exhorted to pray prayers of supplication.  Here is the idea of presenting 

God with a request—δέησις.  Often we feel unworthy of asking God for something.  

Sometimes we are guilted by others into feeling that we are not good enough to beg God for 

anything.  However, we are taught that God desires for us to come to Him daily with our 

needs.  He wants us to rely on Him to sustain us through every situation of life (cf. Matt. 

6:11; 1 Peter 5:7). 

 We are exhorted to pray prayers of intercession.  Intercession—ἔντευξις—is our 

way of calling God’s attention to the needs of others.  Through prayer, we are molded by 

God; prayers of intercession help us to be more attuned to the needs of others and thereby 

help us to take on God’s divine traits of grace, mercy, compassion, and love.   

 We are exhorted to pray prayers of thanksgiving.  It is so easy to ask God for 

something or to beg His gracious care be extended to a loved one, but for some reason we 

regularly forget to shower our Faithful God with our thanksgiving—εὐχαριστία.  Prayer is 

not only designed to help us become like our Father but it is a way to help us humbly live 

every day with our Father.  My prayer is that we will grow in our appreciation for prayer 

and continue to live lives characterized by prayer. 
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STATE OF THE YOUTH 

 BIRTHDAYS 
 

  Charles Backer June 2 

  Hayden Figurelli June 8 

  Liam Mellon  June18 

  Lily Davidson  June 24 

  Marley Edwards June 24 

MONSTERS INC. 

by Ethan Schulte 

 In 2001, Pixar released a movie that explored the 

thought, “Are there really monsters living in your 

closet?” As it turns out, the monsters are real, but instead 

of living in closets, they actually live in a different 

dimension from the human world. In this monster world, 

monsters live ordinary lives just as humans do: they have 

families, houses, cars, and careers. One place of business 

is known as Monsters Inc., which serves as the energy 

production plant for the entire monster world. The main 

characters of this movie, Mike and Sully, are employed as 

a scare team at Monsters Inc. The company holds 

thousands of doors that resemble all the doors of human 

children’s closets. Sully and several other monsters are 

able to pass through these doors in order to scare 

children. They do not do this to be mean or hateful, but 

rather to collect the screams of the children when they are 

scared. Human scream is harnessed as a powerful energy 

source, and it powers everything in the monster world. 

However, children are becoming less fearful due to scary 

movies and violent video games, so it is more difficult to 

make them scream. One Monsters Inc. employee, 

Randall, develops a machine to extract screams from 

children, but this involves kidnapping them and putting 

them through a painful procedure. In the movie, Mike and 

Sully save a little girl that Randall tried to kidnap. In the 

process, they discover that laughter is a much more 

powerful energy source than a scream, so they 

reconfigure Monsters Inc. into a place of fun rather than 

terror.  

 What is the primary emotion that powers your 

life? All too often, we are motivated by fear. We are 

afraid of failure, so we push ourselves to work more 

hours, to get more done, to post higher numbers, to gain 

more praise from the boss. We are afraid of 

responsibility, so we pass the blame to the next guy, we 

let someone else take the leadership role, and we make 

jokes about our lack of marriage and / or parenting skills. 

We are afraid of commitment, so we always have the 

emergency phrase, “Well, I tried my best,” ready to pass 

over our lips. We are scared of hell, so we learn the rules, 

sit in the pews, speak the words, and pray for a ticket to 

Heaven. We could all use a healthy reminder that we are 

designed to thrive on positive emotion rather than 

negative emotion. Instead of fearing failure, we should 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Worship Notes: available for grades K - 5th. Pages are given out in 

their Sunday morning class and after pew packers. (located in the 

teachers workroom & front pew in the large auditorium). Let’s help 

our children interact with the Worship Service.    

TNT (Thursday Nights Together): Watch for dates through summer.  

June 14th & 28th: 9th-12th grades at Ethan Schulte’s home, 

Thursday, @ 6:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. 

 

Devotionals:  

June 10:  3rd-6th grades after A.M. service @ the home of  Bill & 

Luanne DeWees. 

June 10: 7th-12th grades after P.M. service @ the home of Michael & 

Evonne Williams, hosted by Jason & Britannie Scarbrough. 

Youth Devotionals: Every Third Week of the Month 

3-6 grade after A.M. Service 

7-12 grade after P.M. Service 

Guys Bring Drinks, Girls Bring Desserts.  

Pick-up time for 3-6th grades is usually from 1:30-2:00 P.M. 

 

Summer Youth Series: 7th grade and up. Anyone under this age must 

be accompanied by an adult. SYS will be held every Monday evening 

at 7:00 P.M. at various congregations. See Youth Bulletin Board for 

listing. Announcements will be made as to what time the bus will leave 

from the building.  

 

1. https://www.remind.com/join/ewyg --- go to this link and follow the 

instructions. 2. Text "@ewyg" to the number 81010. You should receive 

a welcome text from remind. If not, you did something wrong. This is a 

simple and easy way to communicate with parents and teens.  

enjoy the process of growth we experience. Instead of 

fearing responsibility, we should be thankful for the 

opportunities we have to enact real influence over our 

surroundings. Instead of fearing commitment, we should 

rejoice in the fact that other people want us in their lives. 

Instead of fearing Hell, we ought to be grateful to the 

God who paved the road to Heaven. We ought to love 

Jesus, who gave His life so that we might live. To have a 

fulfilling life, we must abandon fear and be motivated by 

https://www.remind.com/join/ewyg
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GREETER 
 

June 10 

Nancy Pilkenton 

June 17 

Volunteers 

Please 

  KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS  

 

Pansy Henry: 135 Max Drive / Paris 

 

Lowell Brisendine: Plumley Rehab room # 85; 412 S. Wilson 

Street / Paris  

 

Jimmy Wynn: cancer treatments; 16970 Hwy 69 N / Cottage 

Grove TN 38224 

 

Larry Evans: (father to Stephanie Winders) home now. Prayers 

requested; 455 Shiloh Church Road / Mansfield 38236 

 

Pamela “Pie” West: (Laura Manning’s step mom) now in Erin, 

TN for rehab; 216 Bayview Drive / Bumpus Mills TN 37028 

 

Charlotte Loines: first cancer treatment was hard on her. Asking 

for prayers; 316 Jackson Street / Paris 

 

George Skaggs: (Father In-Law to Michael McDavid) stage 4 

cancer. 

 

Dale Crain: chemo treatments; 3640 Hwy 79 S / Paris 

 

Bob Cloy: Jackson Madison County Hospital for pace -maker 

placement; 331 Spring Street / Huntingdon 38344 

 

Sherry Tubbs: colon cancer, requests prayers; 1016 Locust 

Street, / Paris 

 

Nelda Obar: (Nichole Figurelli’s grandmother) home with 

hospice. 

 

Thomas Sherrod: requests prayers. 

 

Michael Dean: (son attended Joyland this past year) auto 

accident.  

 

NEW ADDRESS 

Frank Lowery 

9245 Hwy 641 

Puryear, TN 38251 
 

THANK YOU 

Thank you, church, for all the prayers and cards. Thank you to 

the Wednesday Night Ladies Class. Luke Schieffer 
 

There are not enough words of gratitude for all the acts of 

kindness shown me over the many things that has happened. My 

sister, Ms. Marie, and my fall. Everyone has been so wonderful. 

This is the best congregation and I am so thankful to get to be a 

part of it. Pray for me that I can be the person I need to be and go 

to heaven when the Lord calls me. Thank you, Sue Odom 

 

Thank you for all the beautiful cards, calls, and best wishes on 

my birthday. The treats were also nice. God Bless, Geraldine 

Stephens 

OUR ATTITUDE 
 

Sunday AM Bible Study………….188 
 

Sunday AM Worship……………..219 
 

Sunday PM Worship……………...134 
 

Wednesday PM Bible Study………184 
 

This week’s contribution………..$12355 
 

Weekly Budget…………………..$8472 

  
SUNDAY A.M. 

Announcements 

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Closing Prayer 

  

Lord's Supper

 Presiding 

  

 East Side 

  

  

  

  

 West Side 

  

  

  

 Nursery 

  

 Balcony 

  

  

  

 Alternates 

  

  

 

 Overhead Projector 

 

SUNDAY P.M. 

Song Leader 

Opening Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Lord’s Supper 

Closing Prayer 

WEDNESDAY 

Song Leader 

Invitation 

Closing Prayer 

 

JUNE                  10 

Charlie Neal 

Daniel Williams 

Dominic Figurelli 

Bob Comer 

Charlie Neal 

 

 

Alan Shaffer 

 

Rayburn Thomason 

Charles Clark 

Donald Drinkard 

Jerry Peale 

 

Ron Brown 

Lavelle Davidson 

Jon Davidson 

 

Bill DeWees 

 

Hayden  Figurelli 

Charles Backer 
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Bobby Barton 

Hayden Figurelli 

Jerry Crouch 

 

Aaron Hutson 

 

JUNE                  10 

Daniel Williams 

Ethan Schulte 

Micah Sutton 

Jason Smith 

David Belisle 

JUNE                  13  

Ethan Schulte 

Michael Williams 

Dan Patterson 

FUTURE WORSHIP LEADERS 

If unable to serve, please contact Phillip Brown @ 336-1497. 

Participants in the A.M. service are asked to please meet 

in the library following the second bell. 

FOOD PANTRY  
 

All Items are needed for the food pantry. 

Canned and boxed goods. 
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Philip Davidson 

Billy Bucy 

Craig Brown 

Max Henry 

Brian Foster 

JUNE                  20  

Jason Smith 

Lance Winders 

Titus Winders 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

FIA Meeting: Today at 5:15 P.M. in the small auditorium for anyone 

interested in learning more about being a FIA Coordinator. 
 

FIA Team 2: will meet Monday, June 11th, at 6:00 P.M. at the home of Joe 

and Eileen Arena for an Italian Meal. Bring side dishes and desserts; 390 

Carmen Drive 
 

Youth Devotionals: Today, 3rd-6th grades after A.M. service @ the home of  

Bill & Luanne DeWees. 7th-12th grades after P.M. service @ the home of 

Michael & Evonne Williams, hosted by Jason & Britannie Scarbrough. 

 

HC Healthcare Singing: Today @ 2:00 P.M. 
 

Summer Youth Series: Monday, June 11th, will attend Main Street church 

of Christ in Milan,TN. The bus is to leave the building at 6:00 P.M. 
 

VBS Cookies and Ice cream List: The sign-up list for bringing cookies and 

ice cream toppings is on the office bulletin board.  
 

VBS Teachers/Helpers/Refreshments Workers/Craft Workers/

Puppeteers/ Education Committee Members:  There will be a VBS 

information meeting on Sun day, June 17, at 5:15 P.M. in the small 

auditoium. Everyone listed should attend. 
 

Furniture Building: the furniture building stock is low at this time. Any 

furniture donation would be greatly appreciated. See Buddy Goad. 
 

Family Resource Center School Supply Give-A-Way: East Wood is 

collecting 1 inch 3 ring binders, for the Family Resource Center School 

Supply Give-A-Way. We have been asked to provide 200 binders. Please 

place donated binders in the library. Deadline to bring to building is July 8th. 

Binders will be placed in back packs and presented to school children later in 

July.  

 

 DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

June 10:        HC Healthcare Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

        Youth Devotionals 

June 11:        SYS @ Main Street, Milan / bus leaves @ 

        6:00 P.M. 

June 17:        Eiffel Gardens Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

June 17-24:                WKYC 

June 18:        SYS @ McKenzie / bus leaves @ 6:30 P.M. 

June 21:        Jackson Generals / bus leaves @ 4:00 P.M. 

June 24:        Deacons Meeting after P.M. service 

June 25-28:        VBS (bring cookies signed-up for) 

June 25:        SYS @ Trezvant / bus leaves @ 6:25 P.M. 

July 1:            Morningside Singing @ 2:00 P.M. 

July 1-6:             Horizons @ FHU 

July 2:        SYS @ Camden / bus leaves @ 6:20 P..M. 

July 4:         Office Closed for 4th of July observance  

July 8:         Baby Tea for Caleb and Loni Griffin 2:00—

        3:30 P.M. @ MPR 

Faith In Action: The first week in July will mark the beginning of 

another new quarter for our long-lasting visitation program.  We will 

be re-organizing teams over the next couple of weeks.  If you have not 

been involved in the last quarter please consider joining in. Here are 

the basics:  There are currently four teams consisting of around 12-14 

people per team. (Years ago we had eight teams with even higher 

numbers on each team.)  The team members are shuffled every 

quarter to allow us to get to know one another better.  A team meets 

each week and each member is responsible for one visit usually to a 

sick or shut-in person. (Often, just one visit assigned to a married 

couple)  The meeting usually takes place on Sunday night in a 

member’s home. You are asked to make the visit within a week’s 

time and also to complete your FIA sheet, putting it in the mailbox in 

the hallway near the office for the coordinators.  If you are willing to 

become a part of FIA, please let Steve Delaney or Michael Williams 

know within the next two weeks and you will be included. You will 

be encouraged and you can encourage others with your visits as well!  

SUMMER YOUTH SERIES 

“Life In The Real World” 
 

June 11th “Befriending the Bullied”  
Main Street - Bus leaves building @ 6:00 PM 

 

June 18th “Wireless Addiction”  

McKenzie - Bus leaves building @ 6:30 PM 

 

June 25th “Who Am I?”  

Trezevant - Bus leaves building @ 6:025PM 

 

July 2nd “Hurting at Home”  

Camden - Bus leaves building @ 6:20 PM 

 
July 9th “Loving My LGBTQ Neighbor”  

Liberty - Bus leaves building @ 6:20 PM 

 

July 16th “Social media—Social Attack”  

Broad Street - Bus leaves building @ 5:50 PM 

 

July 23rd “Suicide”  

Clarksburg - Bus leaves building @ 6:05 PM 

 

July 30th “Body Image”  

Holladay - Bus leaves building @ 6:05 PM 

 

August 6th “Living with Jesus in this World”  

East Wood - begins at 7:00 PM 


